To all Bishop’s University researchers,
I am reaching out to inform you of changes to the REB and ERCSR consent forms for any protocols submitted to these committees from January 1, 2025 onwards.
These changes formally implement provisions in the latest TCPS2 requiring separate consent beyond that to participate in a study for the unspecified use of data in future research, including that which might result from the availability of data in an open repository. 
In practice, this means that researchers must seek 1) consent to participate in the project and, if applicable, 2) consent to use participant data in unspecified future studies, including those that might result from the availability of data in an open repository.
Note that, as ruled by the Secretariat, researchers cannot make consent to both provisions a mandatory requirement for participation. 
In practice, this means that participants can consent to be a part of the project but not have their data placed in an open repository and/ or used in subsequent unspecified research. Such an eventuality would require the researcher to separate the original project data from a second set of data that would potentially be used at a later time/ project. Note that these provisions apply to all types of data collected.
For reference, you may consult the TCPS2 provisions in question (3.13) and subsequent interpretations by the Secretariat.
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2022_chapter3-chapitre3.html#e
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-politique_interpretations_consent-consentement.html#8
Best Regards,
Dr. Cristian Berco
REB Chair




