[bookmark: _GoBack]GSE 630 -- Independent Study in Education
This course provides an opportunity for graduate students of proven overall academic ability in the Masters of Education to pursue topics in which they have a special interest, in an area for which they have demonstrated aptitude, through independent reading or research. This Independent Study course employs individual tutorials as a format and requires adequate direct supervision by an interested faculty member during one of the regular sessions, i.e., Fall, Winter or Summer session. The Chair of the School of Education or the Coordinator of the Graduate Program of the School of Education must approve all proposals for independent study.
Students in an existing graduate program may be granted permission to pursue an independent study project under the guidance of a faculty supervisor on a topic in Education significant to their program. Topics must be approved by the Chair of the School of Education or the Coordinator of the Graduate Program of the School of Education.

POLICIES
· Approval— Graduate students who intend to pursue an independent study course should initiate contact with a faculty member who is potentially interested in the chosen topic. The candidate will then draft a proposal using the Independent Study Proposal Form under the guidance of the faculty member. The proposal will be discussed in the Graduate Program Committee meeting for approval. 
· Supervision—The supervising faculty member must hold a regular faculty position at BU within the School of Education. In some cases, there may be an additional instructor who helps share the mentoring of the independent study and holds an appointment outside of the School of Education. In this case, the supervising faculty member is responsible for submitting the final grade, and ensuring that the instructor adheres to academic standards, policies, and procedures pertaining to Graduate Program.
· Course Content / Quality— The supervising faculty will ensure that independent study must provide a rigorous academic experience equivalent to that of any other graduate courses. Independent study courses may not duplicate available course offerings.
· Meeting schedule— It is up to the supervising faculty to decide meeting schedules to ensure high-quality and adequate supervision. 


INDEPENDENT STUDY APPLICATION FORM

	To the applicant: Please read the policies and procedures as outlined above, and consult with your supervisor about course title, description, requirements and expectations. This form must be approved and signed by the supervising faculty member, then submitted to the Graduate Program Coordinator for approval. 




Student Name: ___________________________________ Date : ________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________ 	Student ID:  _________________________ 

Course  Number:  GSE 630  Independent Study	Term / Year _________________________ 

Topic/ Title ____________________________________________________________________ 

Supervising Faculty Member: _____________________________________________________ 

Affiliation:  BU School of Education / BU other academic programs -- _____________________
		
Other Mentor(s): (if any) _________________________________________________________
				(Title, name, & affiliation)

______________________________________________________________________________


On the following page, please provide the following information:

1. Title and description of the proposed study:  Write 1-2 paragraphs describing the proposed study, including topic, study goals (questions and concepts to be explored) and readings or research to be conducted
2. Rationale: Explain why this course needs to be taken as an independent study, i.e., show the relevance and importance of this study to your own research interest and that it could not be pursued as part of taking other existing courses. 



	Approved  by: ______________________________________ Date: _____________________










GSE 630 Independent Study Course – Proposal

	Topic/Title
	


	Description
	













	Rationale 
	




















(Do not exceed one page)

Signature of student: _________________________________ 	Date: _________________________

Signature of Supervising Faculty: ________________________ Date: ________________________

