
The Comma: Practice Exercises

Add commas where necessary.

1. The student explained her question yet the instructor still didn’t seem to understand.
2. Yesterday was her brother’s birthday so she took him out to dinner.
3. While I was eating the cat scratched the door.
4. Because her alarm clock was broken she was late for class.
5. If time permits we will continue the roundtable discussion on sustainability.
6. To get ahead in life one must do things that others are not willing to do.
7. Having finished the test he left the room.
8. For example younger generations have lost the ability to sew a button back on a shirt.
9. Students who cheat only harm themselves.
10. It is up to you Jane to finish the report.
11. Apples which are my favourite fruit are the main ingredient in this recipe.
12. The candidate who had raised the least amount of money lost the election.
13. She was however too tired to make the trip.
14. The science fiction movie that he saw made him question the existence of aliens.
15. Professor Plum grinning from ear to ear announced that the exam would be tomorrow.
16. The Constitution establishes the legislative executive and judicial branches of

government.
17. The candidate promised to lower taxes protect the environment reduce crime and end

unemployment.
18. The prosecutor argued that the defendant who was at the scene of the crime who had

a strong revenge motive and who had access to the murder weapon was guilty of
homicide.

19. He was a difficult stubborn child.
20. They lived in a white frame house.
21. She often wore a gray wool shawl.
22. Your cousin has an easy happy smile.
23. "I was able" she answered "to complete the assignment."
24. In 1848 Marx wrote "Workers of the world unite!"
25. Birmingham Alabama gets its name from Birmingham England.
26. July 22 1959 was a momentous day in his life.
27. Who lives at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue Washington DC?
28. Rachel B. Lake MD will be the principal speaker.
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Answer Key

1. The student explained her question, yet the instructor still didn’t seem to understand.
2. Yesterday was her brother’s birthday, so she took him out to dinner.
3. While I was eating, the cat scratched the door.
4. Because her alarm clock was broken, she was late for class.
5. If time permits, we will continue the roundtable discussion on sustainability.
6. To get ahead in life, one must do things that others are not willing to do.
7. Having finished the test, he left the room.
8. For example, younger generations have lost the ability to sew a button back on a shirt.
9. Students who cheat only harm themselves.
10. It is up to you, Jane, to finish the report.
11. Apples, which are my favourite fruit, are the main ingredient in this recipe.
12. The candidate who had raised the least amount of money lost the election.
13. She was, however, too tired to make the trip.
14. The science fiction movie that he saw made him question the existence of aliens.
15. Professor Plum, grinning from ear to ear, announced that the exam would be tomorrow.
16. The Constitution establishes the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of

government.
17. The candidate promised to lower taxes, protect the environment, reduce crime, and end

unemployment.
18. The prosecutor argued that the defendant, who was at the scene of the crime, who had

a strong revenge motive, and who had access to the murder weapon, was guilty of
homicide.

19. He was a difficult, stubborn child.
20. They lived in a white frame house.
21. She often wore a gray wool shawl.
22. Your cousin has an easy, happy smile.
23. "I was able," she answered, "to complete the assignment."
24. In 1848, Marx wrote, "Workers of the world, unite!"
25. Birmingham, Alabama, gets its name from Birmingham, England.
26. July 22, 1959, was a momentous day in his life.
27. Who lives at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC?
28. Rachel B. Lake, MD, will be the principal speaker.


