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FEBRUARY, 1910.

SOME CANADIAN POETS
[The substance of a paper read before the Church W arden Club.]

From  the very  nature of things Canadian literature is a plant of re­
cent g ro w th .  S o  recent that Canada herself is scarcely conscious of its 
existence. We need not wonder then that friends of other countries 
to leran tly  smile when an enthusiast here and there proclaims the fact 
th at  w e have a l iterature. F or m y  o w n  part I consider th at  the out­
put, viewed in relation to our youthful nationhood, is exceedingly rich 
in qu an tity  and q u a lity  and, v iew ed  absolutely ,  I do not k n o w  an y  
branch of the, A n g lo-S a x on  fam ily  which ought not to esteem it very 
highly as a notable contribution to the race’s l iterary  heritage.

It is not so long ago  that the native of N ova  S c o t ia  w ould be in­
dignant if anv one were to call him a Canadian, and the Knglish-speak- 
ing  resident of Quebec w ould  resent the same appellation. Under these 
circumstances w e  need not wonder th at  there w a s  no national l ite­
rature. No doubt verse-w riting w a s  indulged in and some of it might 
fa ir ly  he called poetry, but very l it t le  of i t  w a s  racy  of the soil. 
It w a s  the product of those w ho regarded themselves as transients and 
pilgrims. If men touched Canadian themes it w a s  only as v is itors  
interested in w h a t  they found picturesque during their sojourn. 
M oore’s Canadian B o at  Son g is an example of this. There is however 
one verse-writer, a native Canadian of pre-Confederation days, whose 
w o rk  certain ly  had poetic merit. Though I cannot quote any of them 
the sw in g  and vig ou r  of Charles S a n g s te r ’s lines remain in the mem ory. 
A s  a bo y  I w a s  very fond of the few fugitive  poems w ith  which 
I formed acquaintance. I felt th at  they were true to life and nature. 
Perhaps the subject m atte r  and its  treatm ent w ould  seem common-place 
and crude to  one in m aturer years but I do not know. Boyish predi­
lections have their value because though a boy has no critical discri­
mination, he feels a good th in g  w ith ou t being able to justify  the faitli 
th at  is in him. Som e of the favourites of boyhood are am ong the m as­
ter-pieces of l iterature.
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B u t one must not g r o w  discursive ! In the a tte m p t to avoid tins 
pitfall  I have vo lu n tar i ly  lim ited m yself to  Som e Canadian Poets, 
and I shall take three as typica l of all —  Roberts of the M aritim e P ro ­
vinces, S c o tt  of Quebec, and Lam pm an of Ontario.

Archibald  Lam pm an died a few  years ago. Consumption
carried him off a t  a co m p arativ e ly  early  age, perhaps before his poetic 
powers had reached their full m atu r ity .  H is  father had been a priest 
of the A n glican  Church in Ontario. Y ou n g  Lam pm an completed his tra in ­
ing at T r in ity  U niversity ,  Toronto, where, despite his fitful energy, ne 
w a s  regarded as a student of great  ability .  While his slight physique 
prevented him from a tta in in g  distinction as an athlete, he w a s  a great 
favourite  w ith  his fe l low s w ho had an affectionate adm iration for the 
quiet dreamy youth  w h o  w ould occasionally  flash out w ith  playful 
fancies and whose ca p a c ity  for w r it in g  lampoons w a s  helci in high es­
teem.

Much, if not all, of his later  life w a s  spent as a clerk in the civil 
service at O tta w a .  P ro b ab ly  the one a ttrac tio n  such a career presented 
to the young poet w a s  the leisure it afforded him for cu ltiv atin g  his 
talent. f ie  married and, Judging from his verses, married happily. 
Internal evidence leads us on a step further : the p retty  poem entitled
“ The -Child’s music Lesson”  is suggestive of the juvenile distresses of 
one of his ow n  children.

Like m ost poets of the lyrical school he la y s  bare his inner emo­
tions and we are thus enabled to g a th e r  much knowledge of liis tastes 
and character. 11 is life possessed no dark secret. He never makes the rea­
der feel that he is concealing an actual  em otion w ith  a fictitions one. 
l ie  is ashamed of nothing —  heart and mind are pure and sincere. , He 
could have had nothing else but a tender ch ivalrous soul, an im agina­
tion n ow  and then gleam ing bright but usually  filled w ith  a sort of lu­
minous haze, a heart replete of music, an eye quick to  discern beauty, 
shrinking w ith  a kind of petulance from the u gly  and the sordid. There 
is a tone of sadness through all his verse —  the sadness of an idealist 
w ho has lost his w a y .  He loves nature alm ost passion ately  and turns 
to the fields and the w o o d s and the stream s and the living things there­
in that thev m ay  furnish him an an sw er  to all that perplexes and sha­
dow s his thoughts and imaginings.

The chief defect of his w o rk  seems to be a certain aimlessness. A ll  
sw eet and true but— w h ith er  leading ? Possibly he has not the strength 
o.r conviction to gather  up and strike home his thought. He is like a 
musical genius w h o  pours forth sw eet  sad harmonies w ith ou t  a great 
central theme. One feels him groping for it and loves his elusive reve­
ries though tantalized b y  their shifting charm. He is religious w ith ou t
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having  definite belief. Rut he loves the good and abhors the evil and 
th at  counts for so much. The tone o,r sadness g r o v e s  deeper and the 
hope of youth gives w a y  to  the pensive melancholy of a body w orn out 
b y  insidious disease.

N early  all 1 a m p m a n ’s poems are Canadian in subject and original 
in treatm ent. Rut he never forces himself ; lie s im ply  sings of w h a t  he 
kn ow s best and w h a t  he loves, and he k n ow s so thoroughly and loves 
so earnestly th at  the sw eet or som bre scenes he d w ells  upon w e  see 
spread out before our eyes. There is hardly  a phase of nature as it  is 
known to Canada which he has not touched and made more lieautiful 
in the touching. Is not this true to  the life of an Indian Sum m er d a y .

With lo iter in g  step and quiet eye,
Beneath the lo w  November sky,
I w andered in the w o o ds ,  and found 
A clearing, where the broken ground 
Was scattered w ith  black stum ps and briers,
And the old w reck of forest fires.
It w a s  a bleak and sandy spot,
And, all about, the v acan t  plot 
Was peopled and inhabited 
B v  scores of mulleins long since dead.
A silent and forsaken brood 
In th at  m ute opening of the w ood,
S o  shrivelled and so thin th ey  were,
So  g ra y ,  so haggard, and austere,
Not p lan ts at  all they seemed to  me,
Rut rather some spare com pan y 
Of herm it folk, w ho long ago,
Wandering in bodies to  and fro,
H ad chanced upon this lo v e ly  w a y ,
And rested thus, till  death one day  
Surprised them at their compline prayer,
And left them standing lifeless there.

There w a s  no sound about the w ood  
S a v e  the w in d ’s secret s t ir .  I stood 
A m on g  the mullein-stalks as stil l  
As if m yself had g ro w n  to  be 
One of their sombre com pany,
A body w ith o u t  w is h  or w i l l .
And as I stood, quite suddenly,
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Down from a furrow in the sky 
The sun shone out a l i t t le  space 
Across th at  silent sober place,
Over the sand heaps and brow n sod, 
The mulleins and dead goldenrod,
And passed beyond the thickets g ra y .  
And lit the fallen leaves that lay,
Revel anti deep w ith in  the wood,
A  rustling y e llo w  multitude.
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And all around me the thin light,
S o  sere, so melancholy bright,
Fell like the half-reflected gleam 
Or sh ad ow  of some former dream ;
A  m om en t’s golden revery 
Poured out on every plant and tree 
A semblance of weird joy ,  or less,
A  sort of spectral happiness ;
And I, too, standing there.
With muffled hands in the chill air, 
Felt  the w a rm  g lo w  about my feet, 
And shuddering b e tw ix t  cold and heat, 
Drew m y thoughts closer., like a cloak, 
While som ething in m y blood aw oke,
A nameless and unnatural cheer,
A pleasure secret and austere.

Space w il l  not permit me to  piake further quotation but to those 
a ttracted  by the verses above I w ould  recommend the perusal of “ A t  the 
F e rry ”  ( i ) ,  “ The Son g of the S tr e a m  Drops”  ( 2 ) ,  “ A ballade of 
W aitin g ”  ( 3 ) ,  the sonnet entitled “ K n o w le d g e ”  ( 4 )  and an exquisite 
picture ol a w in te r  scene called “ S n o w ”  ( 5 ) .  These are all typica l of 
Lam pm an in his v a ry in g  moods. Anyone w h o  has read so much w i l l  
wish to read all the poet has ever w r itte n .  He is never dull and his 
w ork has a lw a y s  a note of distinction.

R oberts is one of several vigourous verse-w riters w ho have been 
born and bred near the A t la n tic  coast.  He is of stronger fibre than the 
sw eet  Ontario poet. There is more of the gladness of life, more of



THE MITRE 57

opti.nisin about him, more passion. He can be tender but it is an oc­
casional tenderness —  sometimes he is grand. To the w rite r,  w h o  
how ever claim s no cr itica l  acumen, his w o rk  seems of a more fluctuat 
ing excellence than that of hampinan. He has a larger vocabulary  but 
less m astery  over it ; his vision is w ider but he has not the same deli­
cate accuracy. He loves nature but it is as a setting to life not as a
refuge from it. Perhaps R oberts is a t  his best in such a poem as “ An
E pitaph for a H usbandm an”  ( 6 )  :

He w ho w ou ld  s ta rt  and rise 
Before the crow in g  cocks, —
No more he lifts  his eyes 
Whoever knocks.

He w h o  before the stars  
Would call the cattle  home, —
They w a it  about the bars 
F or  him to come.

H im  at whose hearty  calls 
The farmstead w oke again 
The horses in their s ta lls  
E x p e ct  in vain.

B u sy  and blithe, and bold,
He laboured for the m o rro w , —
The plough his hands w ould  held 
R u sts  in the furrow .

H is fields he had to  leave,
H is  orchards cool and dim ;
The clods he used to  cleave 
N o w  cover him.

Rut the green g ro w in g  things 
Bean kindly to his sleep, —
Wdiite roots and w andering strings,
Closer they creep.

Because he loved them long 
And w ith  them bore his part,
Tenderly now  they throng 
A b o u t  his heart.
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Other characteristic  poems are “ Peyond the tops of Ti ne”  ( 7 ) ,  “ An 
Ode to the Canadian Confederacy”  ( 8 )  and “ The Ballad  of Crossing 
the B roo k ”  ( 9 )  is delightfully  p re tty  and am usin gly  playful.

S o  much for Roberts.  S c o tt  is so well know n to all Lennoxville men 
that he requires no introduction. In re-reading our a u th o r ’s three vo­
lumes of poems as a preparation for m y  paper, I w a s  struck by this 
characteristic —  the persistent religious tone. It is never obtrusive but 
it is a lw a y s  there. hauipm an’s religion is instin ctive  ana half-uncons­
cious and quite untutored but S c o t t ’ s is alike rich and strong and defi­
nite. Definiteness of v iew  is supposed by some people to d w a rf  poetic 
genius. This is I am  sure quite a m istake. The chances are that to an 
im aginative  person decided convictions fan the spirit  of poesy. The 
m an ’s soul blazes w i t h  enthusiasm and w ith o u t  enthusiasm of some sort 
no one can be a poet. Religion is the chief of S c o t t ’s m an y  enthusias­
ms. It is religion w ith  g lam our and m yst ic  colouring about it —  the 
religion of a poet. F or  our author, the facts and verities of the faith 
illum inate the m ysteries of life and explain the tra v a i l  of nature.

The fo llo w in g  poem, I think, a d m ira b ly  reveals its m aker's point of 
v iew  :

IN T H E  WOODS

This is G o d ’s house —  the blue sk y  is the ceiling,
This w o o d  the soft green carpet for his feet,
Those hills his stairs ,  dow n which the brooks come stealing,
With b aby  laughter m aking earth more sw eet.

And here H is friends come, clouds and soft w in ds  sighing,
And l itt le  birds w hose throats pour forth their love,
And spring and summer, and the w hite  sn o w  ly in g  
Pencilled w ith  sh a d ow s of bare boughs above.

And here come sunbeams through the green leaves straying,
And sh ad ow s from the storm-clouds over draw n ,
And w arm , hushed nights, when mother earth is praying 
So  late th at  her moon-candle burns till  daw n.

S w eet  house of God, sw eet  earth so full of pleasure,
I enter a t  th y  g ates in storm  or calm ;
And every sunbeam is a jov and treasure,
And every cloud a solace and a balm .
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Each poet w ould  let his im ag in atio n  loose on the subject in nis 
o w n  w a y  —  this is S c o t t ’s w a y .  Please read also “ The t w o  M istress­
es”  ( i o ) ,  “ A  R everie”  ( 11 ) and a tender l it t le  tribute to  a faithful 
dog, bright w ith  humour and sym p a th y ,  entitled “ J a c k ”  ( 1 2 ) .

R e f e r e n c e s  (O Lyrics o f the earth, p. 33: (2) Am ong the M illet p. 39: (3) A m ong the M illet p. 52: 
4) Am ong the M illet p. 132 : (5) Lyrics of the earth p. 45 : (6)Robrts' Poems p. 30 : (7) Roberts’ Poems p. 189: 
[8] Roberts’ Poems p. 127: [9] Roberts’ Poems p. 81 : [10] M y la t t ic e  p.#88: [n [  The Unnamed Lake, p. 16 : 
[i2[ The Soul’s Quest p. 88. F. V. G.

THE RHODES S C H O L A R
It is no new thing for our graduates to continue their studies a t  Ox­

ford or t a i n  bridge. We have sent men like Mr. C. W. Mitchell, w h o  
have distinguished themselves by the highest success in the schools and 
others w h o  have been attracted  rather by the social advan tages of the 
older Universities. But this year  is the first tim e that Bishop’s has 
herself sent a Rhodes f cholar to Oxford, though w e have a share which 
w e are proud to cla im , in Mr. L. k . Sherm an, w ho entered Oxford 
last  year as the S ch olar  from N ew Brunsw ick. This y e a r  there were 
five candidates from Bishop’s and after  a careful consideration of the 
votes of fellow s-students and an exhaustive  com parison of qualifica- 
tions along the lines laid down by the Rhodes Trustees, the choice of the 
Com m ittee of Selection finally  fell on Air. A. A. S tu rley ,  B. A. of the 
C lass ol ’09.

Air. S tu rley  w a s  born in W arwickshire, England, and entered b i­
shop's College in September, 1906, w ith  the purpose of f it tin g  himself 
for clerical w o rk  in Canada. A lte r  com pleting his m atricu lation  ne 
qualified for M ath em atica l  Honours and has had a m ost  brill iant 
Scholastic  Career, winning tne General Nicolls Scolar- 
ship no less then three times, a distinction, w e  believe, never before 
obtained in the U niversity, and gain in g  a high first class standing in 
all three G rades of M athem atical Honours. He has tw ice won the 
prize for Greek Testam ent and has further sh ow n  his ve rs at i l ity  by com ­
ing out at  the head of the L .S .T .  c lass  last December w ith  an average 
of over So p.c.

In his Freshman year, Mr. S tu r le y  took part in most games except 
hockev and played w it h  the second F oo tb a ll  Team in 1907-8, but w a s  
subsequently prevented by an injury to his knee from continuing in the 
game. He w a s  C aptain  of the Cricket Team , and a lso  of the second 
team Basket Ball,  Secretary  Treasurer of the B o a t  Club and of the Mis­
sionary Association.

I11 1908-9, Mr. S tu r le y  w a s  a ga in  captain of Cricket. He w a s  also 
a m ost  successful S ecretary  Treasurer of the Athletic  Association as 
w e ll  as of the Com m on Room, and F oo tb a ll  Club and President of the
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M issionary Union. A t  present he is Vice-President of the Football  
Club, President of the M issionary tn io n ,  Director of the Protherhood of 
S t .  Andrew , and Editor-in-chief of the “ M itre” .

Mr. S tu r le y ’s m oral qualities are of the highest order and from the 
first he has fully identified himself w ith  the interests of his adopted 
country.* •

“  1 he M itre”  h earti ly  congratulates its Editor-in-chief and wishes 
him every success amid the stress of Oxford life and w ork .  I l is  career 
will  be followed w ith  the g reatest  interest by his old friends at  Bi­
shop's.

AT  W H A T ?

What are the w ild  w ave s  saying
A s they rush on the sullen shore,

Lashin g  the rocks w ith  foam-flecks 
Breaking in angry  roar  ?

What are the w ild  birds screaming
A s they wheel in the storm-tossed air,

Circling around the nests they build 
On the cliffs so barren and drear ?

What is the w e st  wind calling
A s it  sw eeps o ’er the standing corn,

Bending its  golden fruitage
A t  the f irst  red streak of daw n ?

What are the green trees whispering 
A s they rustle  their thousand leaves,

S w a y in g  their patient branches, 
A n sw erin g  the evening breeze ?

What is the golfer sa y in g  
A s  on the tee he stands

J/ooking w ith  saddened features 
A t  the broken club in his hand ?

Is he quoting from Shakespeare or Bacon 
A s the ball lies there at  his toes ?
Go to the man w ho p lays  golf himself, 
Ask him, he know s, he kn ow s !

’ io.

I

________
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1910 is w ith  us. 1909 has gone forever, but its m em ory m ust re­

main.
The past year  has been in m an y  w a y s  epoch-making.
In the first term of I9<>9 , by the institution  of a series of U niversity  

Lectures to  which the outside public were invited, a great forw ard  step 

w a s  made.
The lectures w ere excellent and w ell  attended, and were the means 

of extending the influence and usefulness of the U niversity.
If this policy is continued there is no doubt th at  Bishops is going to 

assert more forcib ly  her position as the educational centre of the E a s t ­
ern Tow nships, and bej as a U n ivers ity  should, an uplifting intellectual 
influence in the com m un ity  in w hich  it is placed.

A U niversity  should be more than a mere seat of learning where a 
number of students congregate to receive a certain kind of education.

It should aim a t  being a live aggressive  intellectual force, m aking 
its  power felt near and far.



vSo it is w ith  great  pleasure w e  note th at  the public lectures are be­
ing resumed during this Lent term.

A lso  early  in the year  w a s  formed the j/arergon S o c iety  which has 
done and w e  hope w i l l  continue to  do most valuable  w ork. A t  the 
meetings w e were privileged to attend last year, papers oi a very  high 
standard were reau, and the discussion which fo llow ed  w a s  a lw a y s  se­
rious anti scholarly.

1 he 1 ram atic  Club took a new departure, when, instead of present­
ing a classic, as in former years, th ey  staged a modern comedy “ The 
M a g istra te ” , and scored such a signal success th at  rehearsals are n ow  
in full sw in g  lor another of Pinero’s comedies “ The Schoolm istress”  for 
this year.

1 he Churchwarden Club had a m ost successful year  in every w a y ,  
and for the lirst year adopted distinctive  blazers of w h ite  flannel w ith  
purple silk trim m ings.

I9°9 s a w  the election of the first  Rhodes Sch olar  from these Halls. 
In bebruary, L. R. Sherman B. A . of the U niversity  of N ew Brunsw ick, 
and I,. S. 1 . of the U n iversity  of Bishops College, w a s  elected as Rhodes 
Scholar  by the U niversity  of N ew Brunswick.

I he close of the y ea r  s a w  the election of the first Rhodes Scholar  to  
represent our o w n  u n ive rs ity  at Oxford.

I lie fo l low in g  is the list of Free Public Lectures arranged for the
Lent Term.

Thursday, J a n u a ry  27th : —  E n glish  ( i l l u s t r a t e d ) .  —  Prof. F. P. 
Walton, L. L. I)., Dean of the L a w  F aculty ,  M cGill U niversity.

Thursday, February loth  : —  Oxford ( illustrated  ) .  —  Prof. F. P. Wal­
ton, L. L. I)., Dean of tire L a w  F aculty , Me Gill  University.

I hursday, F ebruary  24th : —  French and Ita lian  Music before 1750 ( i l l ­
u s t r a t e d ) .  I)r. Li. C. Perrin, Director of McGill Conservatorium  
of Music.

1 hursdav, March loth : 1 he P o e try  of I o-dav and T o-m orrow . —
Prof. J .  A. Dale, M. A .,  M cGill U niversity.
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Wc extend our hearty  congratu lation s and good w ishes to  H. A . 
H ardin g  B. A. upon his recent m arriag e .  M ay  all jpy and happiness be 
his for the future.

A. .T. Be Lotbiniere B. A. represented “ B ishop’s ”  at  the “ Conversa­
zione”  of T r in ity  College, Toronto, recently.

“ Phil”  G reg ory  a lso  represented us a t  the “ A lm a  M ater”  Dance at  
McGill.

Rev. P. C a ll is  M. A .  has left M aple G rove and has gone to take char­
ge of the parish a t  Thetford Mines, Que. We w ish him success in his 
new  field of w o rk .

Rev. R. L. Carson M. A. has le ft  B ath u rst  N. B. and has accepted 
the position of ass is tan t  a t  S. J u d e ’s parish, Montreal, Que.

We deeply regret recording the sudden death of S en ator  Baker of 
Sw eetsbu rg ,  Oue. He w a s  a distinguished g rad uate  of “ Bishop’s ”  and 
w a s  a veteran parliam entarian.

Rev. Frank P la sk e tt  M. A . has left  W ays Mills, Que. to  take charge 
of the mission a t  Jonquiere, Que.

We are very  pleased to hear th at  L . R. Sherm an B. A . is doing ex­
cellent w ork  at  Christ  Church, Oxford.
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We are g lad to report th at  our respected Dean of Divinity is n o w  
able to resume his lectures in the usual w a y .  We rejoice to see Dr. Al- 
lnatt  w ith  us again in Lhapel and Lecture Room ; and w e  sincerely trust 
that his health w il l  stead ily  continue to improve. Our earnest p rayer 
is that he m a y  long be spared to  guide us in things pertaining to our 
vocation.

The members of the D ivinity  c lass w ish to  express their appreciation 
of the new lib rary  of Devotional w o rk s ,  which has recently been in sta ll­
ed in the D iv in ity  Com mon Room. We w ish  to  tender our sincerest 
thanks to the donor, Airs. W illiam  McKenzie, of C arleton Hill,  N ew  
Jersey, U. S. A ,,  to  w h om  we are a lready  so deeply indebted for the 
founding of the O ratory  of the Venerable Pede. We ate confident that 
these books, of a specially  devotional nature w i l l  prove very helpful, 
especially to those of our members w ho are proceeding to  Orders iti the 
near future.

One of our members recently a tta ined  some n otoriety  as a “ pier­
head-jumper” . To the un-initiated this phrase needs explanation. A 
“ pierhead-jumper”  is, in nautical language, a sa ilor  w h o  remains at 
home until the last  minute, and then rushes to  the pierhead, and jumps 
aboard his ship as she passes out to  sea. One of our number recently 
essayed this feat, w ith  som ew h at v a ry in g  details ; but he managed to s 
scramble aboard the good ship “ D ivinity  1910”  before she had sailed 
out into the unknown w a te rs  of the Lent Term.

Is it not a significant fact that,  sim ultaneously w ith  the issue of the 
Challenge to the H ockey Veterans b y  Divinity, ' t o , ’ 11 ; there has been 
a big entry for Dr. E . A. R o b e rtso n ’s F irst  Aid  Lectures f This m ay  
indicate a spirit  of self-preservation on the part  of the D ivinity  Men ; 
but we rather think it  arises from a more laudible sp irit  of considera­
tion ,ror wounded foes. A s  em bryo divines, we, of course, must not be ig ­



norant of the duty  c f  binding up the wounds of even our sternest ene­
mies !
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The U niversity  Ball took place on the evening of Thursday, Novem ­
ber the eleventh.

The ball room which comprised the Council Chamber and the 
b o y s ’ dining hall w a s  p retti ly  decorated w ith  College Bunting, and pro­
fusely adorned w ith  pennants both varied and numerous. A t  one 
end of the room w a s  the appropriate m o tto  a rt is t ic a lly  worked. “  Un 
w it h  the dance, let jo y  be unconfined

Professor B o u rg eaults ’ Orchestra furnished m ost delightful music.
Dancing commenced a t  half past eight, and continued until tw elve, 

when the dancers repaired to the Dining H all  where a very  excellent 
supper w a s  enjoyed. Dancing continued until about tw o  oclock when all 
were reminded by the charming strains of “ Hom e S w e e t  H om e”  played 
as a w a ltz ,  that the memorable U n ivers ity  Ball of 1909 w a s  fast d r a w ­
ing to a close and w ould  soon be looked upon as a cherished m em ory ol 
the part.

It is a lm ost unnecessary to say  th at  it w a s  one of the m ost success­
ful th at  has ever been held in the co lleg e ,  and the greatest praise is due 
to  the com m ittee in their efforts for m ak in g  it  such a marked success.

The College exam in ation s began on the 13th of December, ( therein- 
proving conclusively the unlucky properties of the number “ thirteen” ) ,  
and finished on the 21st, fo l low in g  which C h ristm as vacation  w a s  w e l­
comed by all after the strenuous w o rk  of w r i t in g  exam in ation s during 
the day, and stu d yin g  far into the sm all  hours of the morning in pre­
paration.

We m ay be sure th at  those men w h o  spent their C hristm as vacation 
w ithin  the w a l ls  of the A lm a  M ater by no means regretted having done 
so. There w a s  plenty going on and the w eeks speed bv all  too  fast.
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There were about ten men in residence including t w o  of the profess­
ors.

On Christinas L a y  the Principal and Mrs Parrock very  kindly enter­
tained those students w h o  were not otherw ise engaged, and the festiv i­
ties at the Lodge were w ell  in keeping w ith  those of former years. The 
bent and venerable figure of E an ta  Claus, trudging up the sn ow  laden 
hill just as it w a s  g ro w in g  dusk, caused great excitem ent am ongst 
young and old alike.

I nfortunately  the condition of the school rink prevented hockey, so 
thi' exciting matches of las t  C h ristm as “ v a c ”  could not be repeated. 
J- n ow Jioein g  and sliding how ever were excellent and various friends of 
the College gave m ost successful parties. On J a n u a ry  13th the students 
gave a sm all and very  successful dance in the Council Chamber. The 
lact that there were only  about th ir ty  tw o  people present insured the 
dancers of plenty of room, and both music and floor left nothing to lie de­
sired. Dancing continued into the early  hours of the morning, and a 
supper which reflected much credit upon Mrs. Poole w a s  served in the 
New Common Room. Mrs. Parrock w h o  very kindly acted as hostess 
w a s  costumed in a very  charm ing g b w n , but it is quite beyond the skill 
ol mere male to describe i t  in detail ( w e do but mention the fact as it 
seems to be the professional thing to  do in reporting social fu n ctio n s) .

A sk atin g  p a r ty  given by the men on the fo l lo w in g  day brought the 
yule-tide festivities to  a close much to our regret, though it w a s  good to 
get the rest of the men back and not altogether disagreable to  dig once 
more into the y e a r ’s w o rk .

College opened on S a tu rd a y ,  J a n u a ry  15th, and lectures began on 
the 18th w ith  the addition of three freshmen viz. Wood, Henson and Da­
vid. We are at  present a w a it in g  the arrival of a G olia th .  Each one 
of the above mentioned gentlemen has succeeded in w in ning  fame in 
some w a y  or other since his a rr iv a l .— David by his rem arkable fondness 
for an ice cold bath w hile  indulging in the harmless pastim e of sk atin g  
on the river. Wood as a daring and intrepid rescuer of the aforesaid Da­
vid when he decided to  return to  terra  firma, being prevented from so 
doing by the ice w hich failed to  keep him from g e tt in g  in, and last  but 
not least Henson w h o  has proved himself a “ b r i l l ia n t”  o rator  on all ec­
clesiastical m atters  appertaining to  the West, having, spent sixteen 
m onths”  in th at  part  of our Dominion.

It  is hoped ( for the sake of his a u d ito r s ) th at  he w i l l  w r ite  a book 
on the subject.
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The new College L ib rary  is n ow  open and w e  had the privilege of 
hearing a m ost interesting and instructive lecture on “ English  A rchi­
tecture”  given in the new building by Professor N-obbs of McGill Uni­

versity .
The acoustic properties of the building are excellent as ro essor 

Nobbs did not speak any louder than in ord inary  conversation and he 

w a s  easily  heard by all.

The Annual S k a t in g  p arty  took place on the evening of February 
1st The night w a s  clear and cold and the ice w a s  in splendid condi­

tion. "  .
The Waverville Band w a s  in at  te r  dance and left nothing to be desir­

ed.
S k a t in g  began a t  eight oclock and continued until eleven* then lunc 1 

w a s  served in the Dining H all,  fo llow ed  b v dancing which continued 
until the tim e for the a rr iva l  of the t ia in  for Sherbrooke, as m any 
of the guests were returning then and the S k a t in g  P a r ty  came to a close.

During the vacation , Mr. H aig  had the misfortune to  injure his head 
v, liile tobogganing. A s  a result he spent a couple of w eeks in the hospi­
tal ,  where according to  rumor, the tro u b ’ e localized in the region of his 
left side, but as he is able to  be back w it h  us again, w e  are rather in­
clined to  discredit the account in “ h is”  case, though judging from the 
frequent v is its  <■>* certain other stuuents to  the hospital, w e  are not in a 
position to speak of their condition w ith  the same am ount of assurance.

The C h ristm as vacatio n  has come and gone. home of our members 
were fortunate enough to  be able to  spend it a t  home or wi t h  friends , 
others stayed w ith  their “ A lm a  M ate r” , and others again w’cre engaged 
in Mission dutv. A m on g  the la t te r  - -  Mr. Hepburn P. A. supplied the 
mission of Melbourne, w h i ls t  a t  home : Mr. Moorhead, B. A .,  w a s  bu­
sy  in his old mission a t  Bolton Parish  ; Mr. Currant P. A . wTas in char­
ge a t  B rom ptonville  ; Mr. Booth tool several S u n d a y ’s duty at Maple 
G rove ; and Mr. Melrose in the Leeds District.
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MI S S I O N A RY  UNION

On November 16th 1909, the Rev. Canon S c o tt ,  D. C. I,., of Quebec 
Oity, gave an inspiring address on “ Missions and the Modern V o rld ” . 
1 he speaker sought an an sw er  to the question “ Does the Modern \.or!d 
need Christ ?’ ’ ; and showed, th at  w h i ls t  external conditions m ay no 
longer drive men to Christ, as in the 1st century, yet  the experience and 
need of the each human soul w i l l  do so. The danger is ol the individua­
l ity  of men l>eing lost  in the mass of society. On looking within w e  see 
the need of a S a v io u r  and Deliverer, as much as Christians ever did in 
the darkest period of the Rom an Empire. The beau ty  of G od is a lw a  
y s  a “ peak of holiness”  yet  to bereached. Only when the civilization 
of the w o rld  is built  on a regeneration of sinful hearts, w il l  Christia  
n ity  have reached its goal.

These are only a few  points of Canon S c o t t ’s earnest and heart­
searching address, which w a s  g re a t ly  appreciated b y  all present.

On November 3°th, the address w a s  given b y  the Rev. J . V .  Del- 
ford B. A . of Windsor Mills. Mr. Belford’s address w a s  on the subject 
of “ Parish o rg an izat io n ” , and w a s  intented chiefly for the benefit of can­
didates for H oly  Orders, and especially for those preparing for m issiona­
ry w o rk  in the western dioceses. A m on g  the points mentioned in the 
address were the fo llow in g. The need for definite purpose in the 
P r ie s t ’s life. A ll  being done to  the grater  g lo ry  of God. The need of 
sclfexam ination on the part  of the Priest. The necessity of evincing in­
finite patience in dealing w ith  the flock ; and of the ad v isa b il i ty  of lead­
ing and not driving them.

Besides these things, the speaker gave some practica l advice re the 
actual w o rk  of parish machinery and concluded by urging tlie young 
m issionary not to  get discouraged as C h ris t ’s cause must triumph ; and 
not to get into a “ r u t”  in his w o rk ,  but to put life and “ v im ”  into it. 
1 he Priest in him m ust not obscure the man ; nor the man obscure the 
Priest.

Such, an addres's as Air. Telford gave, cannot fail to be productive of 
real and lastin g  good to  those w ho are preparing for the m inistry  of 
the Church.

C .-D .M O R T IM E R ,
See ’y.

G U IL D  OF T H E  V E N E R A B L E  B E D E  

O11 September 21th 1909, at a special meeting of the Guild, a circular



THE MITRE

le tter  w a s  read from the Rev. H. W. S y k es  B. A . of the Bassano Mis­
sion, C a lg a rv  Diocese. This letter gave us a good insight into the mi 
ssion ary  w o rk  of the West.

On October 2nd 1910, the regular m eeting for the elction of new 
members took place, the Warden presiding.

The fo llo w in g  w ere  elected : Messr. A . F. C. \\ halley B. A . ,  A . A. 
S tu rley  B. A . ,  W. H. Moorhead P.-A., A . P. Dnrrant B. A . ,  and C. L. 
Mortim er.

The service of admission to the Guild  w a s  held in the O ratory, on 
Monday February  7th 1910, a t  the hour of Compline, when the above 
named were adm itted  by the Warden.
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Henceforward all news respecting the Guild  w i l l  be regularly  record­
ed in this section of the “ M itre” .

R. A N D R E W E S ,  
S e c ’y  and Treas.

Athletics.

//
A  A  t  A  k

___Jk.

S. W. C. v s  U. B. C.

The College hockey team started  the season w e ll  by w in ning its first 
gam e, w ith  S ta n s te a d  Col.ege, by  a scoreof 9-5 - The m atch w a s  p lay ­
ed in the Minto Rink, I.ennoxville, on S a tu r d a y  J a n u a ry  29th, and a l­
though our team had had very l it t le  practice they showed good form 
and in the first half of the game out played their opponents completely. 
F o r  the first few  minutes the p la y w a s  very  even but then Bishops broke 
loose and before the halftim e period had scored six  to S ta n s te a d ’s nil. 
Ir  the beginning of the second half Stanstead  started  out w ith  a rush 
w hich seemed to  ra tt le  our men w h o  a llo w ed  Stan stead  to score three 
tim es before they g o t  down to  business again. The remainder of the 
half w a s  very close and exciting and a t  periods first class hockey w a s  
played. Before the end of the g am e S tan stead  netted t w o  more goals, 
w h ile  Bishops only  managed to add three more to  their score. hinal 
score Bishops 9, S tan stead  College 5. F or  Bishops, every man on the 
team  played a good hard game. The fo rw ard s  checked back w ell  and
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at times g ot  in some p retty  com bination. The defence played a steady 
gam e all the w a y  through and stopped S tan stead s  rushes in good style. 
For the vis itors  I eonard a t  cover point played a s ta r  game and it  w a s  
m ainly  due to  his spectacular rushing that they made their scores.

Bishops team w a s  :
G oal,  Hepburn ( c a p t . )  ; Point, Ireland ; C. Poin t,  S c o t t ;  Rover, 

Cameron ; Centre, M urray ; R: Wing, Stevens ; L. Wing, Brow n.

B I S H O P S  vs E A R T M O N T H

On Monday, February  7th, the team travelled to  H anover to  p lay  
Dartm outh U niversity .  An early  s ta rt  and a tiresome r a i lw a y  journey 
proved too much for the team  and th ey  were beaten 2-1. The gam e 
w a s  very close all the w a y  through and although Bishops had much the 
1 letter of the play they seemed unable to score, shooting the puck every 
where but into the nets. The D artm outh men played a hard gam e all 
the time, close heavy checking being the main feature of their play. The 
first half w a s  very even, each side scoring one goa l,  and at  times fa irly  
fast hockey w a s  played. In the second half D artm outh  added one to  
tliair score and Bishops failed to talley. Final score Dartm outh 2, B i­
shops 1.

D artm outh
• T E A M

Bishops
I ullard G oal Hepburn ( c a p t . )
P atton Point Ireland
E aton C. Point S c o tt
Mareton ( capt. ) Rover Cameron
Stucklen Centre M urray
Bates R. Wing Stevens
1' oe h. Wing B row n

U. B. C. vs  S. W. C.

The return game w ith  Stanstead  College w a s  played in S tanstead  on 
Tuesday, February 8th. The gam e w a s  played in the afternoon and 
onlv five of the Bishops team were on hand as it  had been arranged to 
p lay  in the evening and several of the team did not come up from H an o­
ver until the evening train. The match w a s  played five men a side and 
resulted in a d ra w . The gam e w a s  very  fast and exciting and both 
teams excited themselves to  the utm ost to  pull out a head. Bishops led 
to  within a few  minutes of time when Stanstead  managed to tie the 
score. The final score stood ten all .  The fo l lo w in g  played for Bi-
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shops : Ireland G oal,  S c o t t  Point ; Cameron, Savag e ,  M urray, for­

wards.

Y .  M. C. A. vs Bishops

In a league gam e, plaved in the College G ym nasium  November 18th, 
the College defeated Sherbrooke Y .  M. C. A. by  a score of 28-15. The 
College team played first class gam e and show ed speed and good shoot­
ing ability .  They out played their opponents a t  all stages of the gam e 
and fully deserved their  victory.

R. Tate ) 
H. Tate f Defence j  Brown 

\ AI ward
Astle(Capt)

Holt
Parsons
Dick

Forwards
, Murray 
I Savage (Capt) 
1 Cameron

T E A M S

IT. B. C. vs  B. C.  S.

In their las t  league gam e of theseason the College team  w a s  defeat-
ed b y  the school 24-21. A t half t im e the College led 13-9.

Savage (Capt) ) f Smith (Capt)
Cameron ■ Forwards - Green
Murray j ( Dumheil (Gordon)

Brown 
Alward 1 Defence 1 Rohr 

l Douglas

EXCHANGES

A fter  discussing several reasons for the lack of college spirit  in Mc­
G ill  the w r ite r  of an adm irable article  in a recent number of the “ M art­
le t”  continues. “ B u t the chie,f causes to  which w e  can attr ib ute  the 
lo w  standard of college spirit  a t  McGill m a y  be expressed in one w ord, 
selfishness.

Behind nearly  all  the excuses which are advanced, this w i l l  be found 
to be the real reason. Each of us is so intent upon his ow n lit t le  
round of life th at  w e  have no time t o  devote to  the interests of others. 
If w e  can substitute  some higher ideal for the sp irit  of self-interest, w e  
shall have gone a long w a y  to w ard s  producing a college spirit which 
w i l l  distinguish M cGill and remove the present reproach.”
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A  very different s ta te  of college life is implied in “ The lCharacteris­
tics of a Soph om ore”  in the “ Athenaeum ”  of A ca d ia  University. “ C lass 
lo y a lty  above all else characterizes a Sophomore. l ie  knows th at  in 
union lies strenth, so the Sophom ores are knit together w ith  one aim , 
and that to  uphold the g lo ry  of the class. The Sophomores brighten, 
amuse, strengthen, and enliven the whole College.”

We congratulate  “ A c ta  V ic to r ia n a ”  on its  C h ristm as number. F e w  
of the current magazines are so interesting in their articles and so taste­
ful in their arrangement.

A healthful optim ism  shines through an article entitled “ The 
.Missionary S p ir i t ”  in U niversity  of O tta w a  R e v ie w ” ., “ To-day the 
eyes of the w o rld  are centred upon Canada, the premier colony of the 
British Empire. If, f i f ty  years  ago, the United S ta te s  held the a tten ­
tion of European nations as a  m odel of m aterial  and commercial pro­
gress, we are the centre of th at  a tten tion  to-dav, and our lo t  it  appears 
to be, to relieve the congestion of population of those older European 
countries, whose poor especially gaze w ith  longing eyes to w a rd s  our 
far-off shores, know in g  th at  here there is space to  live and breathe, here 
there is w o rk  for w il lin g  hands, here the g reat  boon of British-Cana- 
dian citizenship is extended to all alike. Canadians themselves realize 
th.eir happy position, hence it is not surprising th at  statesmen and 
journalists, in fact allclasses of people, should be inclined to  discuss the 
future. H ow ever, if to-day w e are happy and prosperous, w ith  bright 
prospects of even greater  things to  come, w e o w e  it  to a  beneficent P ro­
vidence rather than to say  great  merits of our ow n. If. the soil is 
surpassing fertile, the tim ber and mineral lands rich beyond comparison, 
then it is l itt le  thanks to  us if w e  but turn to our ow n advan tage the 
w ealth  so generously heaped upon us. Realizing our great possibilities, 
gratitude not pride, should fill our hearts, and the thought uppermost 
in our minds should be : let us as a  nation do som ethin g for the g lo rv  
of God, w h o  has done so much for us. In our mad rush after dollars 
and cents we are in danger of losing sight of the m ain factor in nation- 
building —  the fact th a t  a people who hear and love (rod is to be pre­
ferred to a nation of m illion aires.”

The article  “ Education at  S m a ll  Colleges”  in “ K in g s  College Re. 
cord”  is chiefly noticeable because of its sarcasm . “ When w e hear a
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man w ho holds a degree from one of the w o r ld ’s greatest  l niversities 
exto ll in g  the educational advan tages of the sm all  college w e  are some­
tim es m ystified b y  the fact th at  the speaker did not seize his opportuni­
ty  and go to  the sm aller  in s titu tio n ......  B ut w h a t  strikes one in par­
ticular  w ith  regard to  the small college is the great  emphasis which is 
laid on its  educational advantages and then its  acknowledgement of the 
fact that i ts  standard is deficient, when it  cpiietly turns dow n one of 
its  ow n graduates when he is suggested for a position on the fa c u lty .”

In addition to  the above mentioned exchanges, T H E  M I T R E  g ra te ­
fully acknowledges, “ The S tu de n t” , “ S t .  J o h n ’s College’s M agazine” , 
“ M acM aster M o n th ly ” , “ V a r s i t y ” , “ T r in ity  U n iversity  R eview , 
“ I l v a  Y a k a ” , “ L u x  C olum biana” , “ Dalhousie G a ze tte ” , “ Cam bridge 
R e v ie w ” , “ Idea” , “ U niversity  M o n th ly ” , “ N e w  E r a ” , “ S p ir it  of Miss­
ion s” , “ H o lv  C ross” , “ E a s t  and W est” , “ A r g o s y ” , “ H erm onite” , 
“ Western U n iversity  Magazine” , “ U niversity  of M an ito b a”  and “ X av e-  

r ia n ” .

TH E  NEW YEAR.

I stood on the well-warm threshold 
Of the old and dyn<j year ;

I watched the evening shadows fade. 
And the rosy morn appear,

With radiant face it met my gaze. 
And delight in the jovotis birth 

Of a glad and happv New Year, 
Unstained by the sins of earth.

Mv eyes saw naught but the tender face 
'i f  this new-born child of Time, 

Bidding mv heart its strength renew 
Futur ty’s hills 'o climb ;

To leave the past with its shadows dark. 
Its failure*, iha* >ank so deep,

In the quiet vale f forgetfulness

Where shadows are lulled to sh ep ;

To seize on this unstained moment 
So dear to the heart of Time,

To follow its tender suggestions
'Till the souls best thoughts, are sublime, 

That the bright glad flush of the morning 
Might last till the day was done,

And lee dying thoughts of me fading hours 
Be bright as the setting sun.

From Emerson College Magazine.
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CONFIDENCE.

Flow on, flow on, wild hurrying tide, 
There waits for thee 

Fulfilment of thy dream— the wide 
Deep-bosomed sea

And thou, wild heart, press on, nor fear 
But there shall be 

In some wide sphere, afar or near 
A home for thee.

From O. A. C. Review.
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