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THE VOICES

To-day all Europe is divided into two armed camps, waiting breathlessly for the morrow 
K. Alexander Powell. F. K. G. S., in Everybody's Magazine for November.

I)o you know the m eaning of it. why the nations anxious pause ?
Pause to listen to the voices m uttering near ?

W hy the aching eyes are w atching for the sh iftin g of the flaws,
As the hovering clouds t.pon them drift an l veer?

Yea, we know the m eaning of it, but the issue no man know eth.
For the darkness hides our faces from the day ;

And the fever in our bosoms like a sm ouldering fire glow eth.
W hile the mothers of the nations wait and pray.

Spare our sons. O Lord, and grant us peave.
Thus the mothers of the nations sdent pray.

Can we know the reason for it, why the nations anxious wait?
W hy they choose to drink the wormwood and the gall ?

W hy the vengeful souls are burning, sw elling cankered with their hate?
W hy they cannot read the writing on the wall?

Yea, we know the reason for it, ’tis the pent-up brute within us 
Grinds our faces in the darkness and the dust.

And we waver in the blackness as the brutish voices with us. 
W h isp erin g ,- Stripe for stripe, and thrust for thrust.

And the echo never dies, hut answers ever,—
Eye for eye, and 100th for tooth, and th ru .t for thrust.

W ill the voices alw ays call us? W ill they cease their hunting cry ?
Has our tribute ever been of blood and tears?

Did Jehovah's chosen people see the greed of g lo ry  die,
Or their plow shares beaten from their sw ords and spears? 

Though they longed to hear the voices in the distance die away, 
Though they saw a wondrous gleam across the n ight,

Y e t they groped and grovelled blindly with their faces from the day. 
For they spurned the clearer vision from their sight.

And we never turn our faces to the dawn
For we hear > he voices calling from the night.
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O h, th e  dread, the p ity  of it ! Oh, the victims of the strife !
Oh, the sentinels of death that guard the main !

T hough the voices whisper louder,— Thrust for thrust and life for life,
Let us pause and count the richness of our gain.

Though our hearts grow  faint and weary, as the nations war together,
Let us pause and try to pierce the dusky veil.

Though the years are forward fleeting, and we cannot grasp the tether 
Let us ask w h y stained and bloody is the trail,

And we ask our souls the question, though we wait in vain the answer,
L ike  the prophets of a deaf and sleeping Haal.

F. 6 .  Ca l l .

UNWRITTEN POETRY
i Road to the Churchwarden Club. October ,>qth iqoS)

P o litic a l E co n o m y has a great deal to  sa y  about the exchange of 
w e a lth . A ll w r ite rs  of Econom ics when dealing w ith  E xchange h a v e  
som eth in g  to  sa v  of the part played b y  m oney in the industrial life of a  
n ation . T h ey have tau g h t us to  look on the coins in our purses a s  
w o rth le ss  a p art from  the pow er which th ey have of procuring for us the 
necessaries and luxuries of lile when it  is our w il l  so to  dispose of them . 
T h ey tell us too  th a t a change has taken place in the purchasing p o w er 
o f a  sh illin g  since the d ays of the la st of the H enries.

B u t w e  m u st not suppose th at artic les of va lu e— the products o f 
lau d , la b o r  and ca p ita l— are the on ly objects of exchange am ong men. 
F a r  m ore im p o rtan t than these, because w ith o u t them the o th ers  
w o u ld  be im possible, are the products o,f the heart, the mind and the 
sou l, and in the exchange of these products the m edium  used, the m oney 
so  to  speak, is H um an E xpression . N o w  ju st as paper m oney is far m o­
re com m on in the exchange of w ealth  than coins of gold or silver, so in 
the exchange of th ou gh ts the paper m oney of Language is m ost in use. 
L an gu a ge  is  not the only m eans of exchanging th ou gh ts any m ore th an  
ban k notes are the only m edium  of exchange in com merce but it  is b y  
w o rd s  th a t  w e  m ost often convey to  our neighbor the products of o u r  
m inds.

The P h ilo lo g ist has much to  tell us about the coining of w o rd s b u t 
le t  us pause for on ly  a m inute to  sa y  th at w o rd s have changed in th eir 
p urchasing p o w er even as the m oney of m ate ria l w e a lth . C ertain  w o rd s  
w hen passed on to  a  listener some tw o  or three hundred years ago pro­
duced for him a  different idea than they do for you or me to-day. And 
there is  no doubt th at m any of the w o rd s w e exchange w ith  each o th e r  
ev e ry  tim e w e m eet call up a very  different m ental picture than th ey 
w ere intended to  w hen they cam e in to  use. T o  take but one instance* 
the w o rd  A tla n tic  w ith  our gran d fath ers m eant three or four m onths of
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b a ttlin g  w ith  w in d  and w ave s hut for us it  m eans only as m any d ay s 
of com fort and ease on an E m press liner.

N o w  one idea w hich  has suffered g re a tly  by this tyra n ica l com pres­
sion of w ords is th a t w hich w e try  to  express b y  the w o rd  “ p o e try ” . 
We can only k n o w  the m eaning of a w ord  b y  g e ttin g  together a num ­
ber of instances in w h ich  it is used and g ath erin g  from  the several con­
te x ts  the m ental picture it is m eant to  convey. It is too  late  to  go to  
tiie m aker of w o rd s and find out w h a t  the true dim ensions of the idea 
are. If you take the m eaning w h ich  p o etry  has in our ord in ary con­
versation  and in our m ost read periodicals, you  m ust conclude th at poe­
try  is com position  in m etrical lan guage h avin g  for its  su b ject-m atter 
an yth in g  from  the lam b w hich fo llo w ed  M ary to  the m ost exalted  ideas 
th a t occupy the m inds of men. b u t  if it  is to  be popular just n ow  it  is  
advisable  th at the intending poet should em body in his poem (s o  c a ll­
ed ) thoughts m ore or less superficial concerning the delights of being 
in to xicated  w ith  road  dust and gasolin e, or perhaps the charm ing m an­
ner in w hich M iss O ut-for-Show  pets her Teddy Bear. If he w r ite  of 
these highly delightfu l subjects and is careful to  a lw a y s  have a “ breeze”  
in one line produce a “ sneeze”  in the other, and sees to  it th at “ M oses”  
a lw a y s  com es in the right order a fter  “ roses” , he is sure to  w e ar an 
iv y  w reath  upon his learned b row  and 'w ill be classed some uay w ith  
W illiam  Shakespeare and B obby Burns and the rest of them.

I sav  th at this* d isgustin g, degrading im ita tio n  is m ost popular be­
cause I believe th a t more than ten new spapers are read for every m ag­
azine and perhaps three cheap m agazines for every one book of real 
w o rth  and it is th is  sort of stuff one finds m ost com m on in the n ew s­
papers and cheap periodicals of to-d ay.

N ow  this is w ro n g , all w ron g. In the first place p o etry  is not lan 
guage any more than so much flesh and bone molded after a certain  
p attern  is a m an. The m an is the liv in g , th in king som ething m ade 
v isib le  to  our fin ite, m ortal m inds by a c lo th in g  of flesh. If philosophy 
and theology be true the man lives a fte r  the body has decayed and is 
s t ill  a m an. In fact th eology goes so ,far as to  sa y  the m an cannot be 
perfect until th is expressive part has suffered corruption.

Ju st so w ith  p oetry. The p o etry  is the product of the poet’s mind 
and it  finds expression in m any w a y s  for p o etry  is not at a ll confined 
to  language. A g es ago a certain poet had a vision of the Infinite Beau- 
tv . Because he s a w  it and s a w  it  c lea rly , he w a s  forced by tHe love 
of the B eautiful, togeth er w ith  another tendency w e w ill  m ention later, 
to  m ake th at vision  know n to  m en.The result w a s  the Venus of M ilo. 
T hat w a s  poetry, Michael Angelo w a s  a poet too . Beethoven w a s  an 
other. He got outside of the n arro w  con/ines of ord in ary experience.
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and found him self in th a t divine atm osphere w here the verv a ir  is har­
m ony. He could understand “ the m orning s ta rs  sin gin g to g eth er”  and 
lifce the Sons of G od he “ shouted for jo y ” . This th at he heard first in 
his very soul, w h ile  in com m union w ith  the Infinite of the U niverse he 
expressed for us as w e ll as he could in his sym phonies and son atas.

Mr. lurn er, R. A. s a w  the divine in another phase and he expressed 
his ideas w ith  his brush sh o w in g  us in his landscapes som ething o.» 
those peaceful m eadow s in th a t happy land w here Tim e w ith  his u iiglit- 
in g  touch has never com e and w here youth  and health and beautv a l­
w a y s  prevail. I do not know  for certa in ty  but I dare sa y  you could no 
w here find a landscape e x a c tly  corresponding to  an y of T urner’s p a in t­
ings for the sim ple reason th at he w a s  not im ita tin g  N atu re.H e sa w  fa r­
ther than N ature and sa w  w ith  an eye th at w a s  m ore than ordinarv v i­
sion as John R uskin often tell u s .F o r Turner had the eye of the poet, the 
genius of the true poet and his poetic ideas, which are notning less tlian 
glim pses of the Infinite B eau ty , he expressed for his brother men w iiii  
his brush rath er than w ith  his pen. In the sam e w a y  a p o rtra it p a in t­
er does not sim ply  do the m odel w h o  poses for him but rather the ch ar­
acter w hich th at model su ggests. Y ou rem ember the Prior said to  F ra  
I.ippo :

“  Make them  forget th ere ’s such a th in g  as flesh.
G ive us no m ore of body than sh o w s soul ! ”

This is the d istin ction  betw een the mere dauber of colors and the 
true a rtis t .

The poet is one w h o  creates ideas, some one w ill tell von. T h is is 
certa in ly  a higher conception than the supposition th at he is a m elan­
cholic individual w ith  ve ry  long hair, suffering from a m ania for 
m ak in g  w ords jin gle. It is a  great deal higher than th at, for the crea­
tion s, (so -c a lle d ) of th is la tte r  person are seldom  w o rth v  of the term  
ideas. Even though the w ord  does come from  the Greek verb poeeo, u ie 
poet is no creator. No man ever y e t  created an idea any m ore than a 
photographer created a picture. Ideas are m ental pictures and tliev can 
com e only from w ith o u t because they are sim p ly  the com binations of 
sensations enlivened by a tinge cS the observer’s ow n  p erson alitv . m e  
poet has been called  a crea to r p ro b ab ly  because lie has presented to  m s 
brother men ideas th a t tney never noticed before. Because these ideas 
w ere so en tirely  new to  these men and som etim es so incom prenensible 
they said, “ Our friend, Mr. Poet, is supern atural; he is a god, for he can, 
and does, create new  th ngs” . l he fact is the poet is sim ply  one w h o  
sees farth er than other men, sees m ore accu rately  and deeper. \\ liile the 
o rd in a ry  person notes on ly the o u tw a rd  sem blance of things the poet 
penetrates th at sem blance and g e ts  at the re a lity  and having got th a t
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he is  able to  determ ine the relation s of different thin gs to  each other ; or 
to  put the sam e th in g in different w o rd s he loo k s into the Infinite —  the 
In fin ite a ll around him  ; in the tin y  dew drop th a t sp arkles in its  p u rity , 
in the great m oun tain  th at holds up the firm am en t, in the lovely  lily  
th a t  rejoices in its  innocence, in the sin gin g of the birds and the fa llin g  
of the sn ow flak es as w ell as in the m ajesty  and aw e of the ro llin g  
thunder and the g lo r y  of the departing day. Because th is facu lty  of the 
deeper vision is so hard to  acquire, men have said  th at poets w ere born,, 
n ot m ade and w ere very  nearly correct in the statem en t.

N ow  there is som ethin g in m an th at com pels him to  m ake know n 
ev erv  new idea th at gains adm ission  to  his mind. J u st as the an im als 
w ere taken in to  tne A rk and a fte rw a rd s  sent out to  replenish the earth  
so the ideas w hich  come to  our m ind w e m ust send out again to  be re­
produced in the m inds of others. Y o u  couldn’ t  im agine Copernicus, nor 
N ew ton , nor D arw in  keeping their ideas to  them selves. The sam e ten- 
dencv w hich m ade the barber in U vid breathe to  M other E a rth  his se­
cret about the long ears of his royal patron ; the sam e w hich produces 
the gossip and the busybody, com pels the a r t is t  to  paint a picture and 
the sculptor to  do a statu e. There is som ethin g he has seen th at other 
people do not kn ow . He sees it so p lain ly  th a t he feels it to  be a part 
o f him self and w ith  his ow n h e a rt’s blood, if it  be necessary, he w ill 
m ake it know n to  the w o rld . A ccording to his clearness of vision  and 
refinem ent of ta s te  w ill his expression of it be beautiful. The first d ra w ­
ings of the p rim eval man w ere prob ably  m ade in the sand w ith  his fin­
ger for a pencil. Conception of the B eautifu l cam e la ter  ( i f  indeed it  
has y e t com e ) but the love of the B eautiful is as old as the human 
race.

We m ust rem em ber how ever th at every  new  idea given expression is 
not poetrv. E d iso n ’s gram ophone nor M arconi’s tra n sm itter  are not 
poems. The d istin ction  is this : E dison and M arconi gave m ankind 
som ething to  use— their ideas w ere p ractica l. The ideas of Burne-Jones 
or R obert B ro w n in g  are of a different nature. '1 he poet does not aim  
to  teach men to  act but rather to  see, ta k in g  “ see”  of course in its  
broadest, truest sense. Poetry is not d idactic and lends itself but badly  
to  such use. The rhym ed couplets b y  w hich you rem ember the kings 
of E n glan d or the adjectives in b a t n are neither poetry nor poetical.

B ut w h a t is it  the poets w ou ld  have men to  perceive ? W hat does 
Beethoven m ean by his music and T urner by his p ain tin gs and Atigelo- 
bv his sta tu es and Tennyson by ms poem s ? This of course is a ques­
tion th at onlv a poet can answ er. Men like you and I can only guess 
or conjecture. Mv ow n idea is th at a ll around us is another w o rld , and 
vet not another w o rld  but rather the very essence of this w o rld  th at 
w e think w e k n o w — a w orld  of beau ty, a w o rld  of m usic and of splen­
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dor, and o,f song, th at w e because of our round shoulders do not see. We 
look too  much a t  the so il under our feet and at the tin y bit of w o rk  w ith  
w hich w e are d irectly  engaged and though w e have a vague idea th at 
there is som ething b etter just outside our reach w e do not m ake the ef­
fort to rend aside the vei.il. The poet is the man w ho overcom es th is 
restrain t and in th at other w o rld , as w e call it , he sees tin- fabric of 
the universe. I lis  p o etry  in his a ttem p t to reveal the beauty of w h a t 
he sees. B row n in g  m akes his fau ltless painter, A ndrea del S a rto , sa y  :

“ I do w h a t m any dream of a ll their lives.
— Dream ! S tr iv e  to do, and agonize to  do,
And fail in d o in g.”

And then he goes on to tell of other “ p a in ters”  less successful than 
him self w ho,

t “  Reach m an y a tim e a heaven th a t ’ s shut to  me,
E n ter and take their place there sure enough.
Though they come back and cannot tell the w o r ld .”

C arl vie w a s  convinced that the B eautiful is not far a w a y . All in­
m ost th in g s ,”  he sa v s, “ are m elodies— n a tu ra lly  u tter  them selves in 
song. The m eaning of song goes deep. P oetry  therefore w e w ill call 
m usical th ou gh t, ( i .e . very  deep thought ). See deep enough and you see 
m u sica lly  ( i .e . p o e tic a lly )  the heart of N ature being everyw here 3Iusic 
if you can but reach i t . ”

Em erson has a like idea. “  P o e try ”  he sa y s , “ w a s  all w ritte n  be­
fore tim e w a s  and w henever w e are so finely organized th at w e can 
pen etrate in to  th at region w here the air is m usic w e bear those prim e­
v a l w a rb lin gs and a ttem p t to  w r ite  them dow n but w e lose ever and 
anon a w ord  or a verse and su b stitu te  som ething of our ow n  and thus 
m isw rite  the poem ... The signs and credentials of the poet are th at lie 
announces th at w hich no man ever fore told . l ie  is a beholder of ideas 
and an u tterer of the necessary and ca su a l.”

And again  in the sam e essay :

“  P oets are lib era tin g  gods— they are free and they m ake free.”

I lis  idea, 1 th ink, is th at the scu lp to r lib erates the angel hid in the 
block of stone and the m usician lets loose the m usic th at is a ll around 
him . A s the Abbe V o g ler  puts it,
11 “  E ach  tone of our scale in itse lf is naught.

It is everyw h ere in the w o rld  — loud, soft and all is said.
G ive it to  me to  use ! I m ix  it w ith  tw o  in m y thought
And there ! Y e  have heard and setn: consider and bow  the head.”
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And so it is w ith  all the m usician s and pain ters and d ra m atists , 
and a rt is ts  and poets. Their productions are sim p ly  com binations of the 
inm ost of the th in gs w hich are all around us. These men are liv in g  in 
closer com m union w ith  th at inm ost than w e are. The nearer w e are to  
the great Soul of the Universe the m ore w e-ap p reciate  fine a rt— the ex ­
pression  of th at soul. No doubt the sw eetest m usic w e can conceive of 
is the harm ony th at runs through and su stain s a ll created  things and 
is as necessary to  a ll existence as the a ir  is to  the an im al or plant. I’ rob- 
a b lv  the on lv discord in th at harm onv is due to  the blunders and fum- 
bling-arond-in-the-dark of us m orta ls  w hose ears are on ly c lay  and not 
sen sitive to  such delicate sw eetness.

And w ith o u t doubt the absolute ideal of the B eautifu l in Form  is 
the human body in its  perfection. We have lo st a  great deal of its  
grace and of our love for it by our bondage to  the h ab its  of our so -ca ll­
ed civ iliza tio n . The Divine Scu lp tor w h o  m odelled the first m an m ade 
him in a different creature than w e have m ade ourselves. F or th a t 
sculptor, as w e sh all see by and by, w a s  a poet— a m igh ty  poet.

The m ost exq u isite  pain tin g  is not far from an y one of us. We n ot­
ice it p a rticu lar ly  in A utum n, for N ature forces it  upon us then but the 
softened tin ts  of the afternoon sky in June w hen’ but one tin y  cloud- 
nym ph tim id ly  feels its  w a y  across the azure sea ; and again a t  th at 
jo y fu l tim e in the w in te r  season w hen the new  d ay is born and,

“  The morn in russet m antel clad
W alks o ’er the tip of you high eastern h ill”

and every icicle on the eaves of you r d w ellin g  revels in a w e a lth  of co lo r  
th a t w ould m ake the s tru ttin g  peacock envious ; are not these p a in t­
in gs ? H ave w e n ot a ga llery  of a rt a lw a y s  ju st outside our w in d o w s ?

And as for the poetry  of lan gu age— the highest of a ll the fine a rts  
and the only one to  w hich man n ow  a ttr ib u te s  the nam e— w here sh all 
w e  find it in its  perfection ? We m ay not find it a t  a ll. B ut if w e  
could hear the voice of th at grea t S o u l of the Universe w hose creatures 
w e  are, if w e could hear his voice as he co n tin u ally  speaks to all his 
creatures, his every  w ord  w ou ld  be a poem and doubtless w e w o u ld  be 
so enraptured th a t, like S t. Francis, w hen the angel p layed for him on 
the viol, w e w o u ld  stand in aw e lest the next w ord  should bear us a w a y  
to  another w o rld — a heaven of p u rity  and p o etry  and peace.

h veryon e w ill  adm it th at the m usic, pain tin g, and sculpture w hich  
are w ith in  our reach do appeal to  us quite as much as the beau ty  of 
rh ythm ical lan gu age. I hey each alike m ove us in the sam e m anner and 
quite as effecrively  stim u late  in us reflection and asp iration . And since 
these are o th erw ise  expressed than w ith  the pen I have term ed them  un­
w ritte n  poetry.
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But I w ill w e a ry  you m y w o rth y  brothers of the long pipe. 7 i t  r v  
have your a tten tio n  but a m inute m ore and then m y paper w  11 nave 
ended.

H ave you ever thought th at the first poetry  .w a s  un w ritten  p oetry  i 
Even if you g ive the term  th at n a rro w  m eaning the vu lgar do it  is true. 
F or p o etry , w ith o u t doubt, preceded the a rt of w r itin g  and the lirst 
human poem s w ere either ballads or relig ious lyrics. But take the term  
in  a w id er sense and ask yourselves w h a t w a s  the first poem. And as 
you go back step byy\through the ages that are gone you m ust adm it a t 
la s t  th at the first poem w a s  th a t w hich w e call the Universe. It e x is t­
ed first as an idea in the mind of a great Poet and in g iv in g  th at idea 
expression he created the heavens and the earth . H is poem is not by 
an y m eans finished y e t. The s to ry  of m ankind, call it H isto ry  if you 
like, is but one sta n za — a v e ry  short stan za  com pared w ith  the one w e 
ca ll G eology  and sh orter s t il l  than the other sta n za  w e have not learn­
ed to  read y e t— the one w e call A stron o m y ! .

A ll th at w e w ith  our earth-blinded eyes can see or in our pride- 
spoiled m inds can conceive is but one tin y  b it  of a grea t u n w ritten  poem. 
P o etry — w e kn ow  nothing of p o etry . P oetry  is the w ord of God.

r , C. G. LAWRENCE.

The Conventional Element in Poetry

It is a com m on sa y in g  th a t “  N ature is b etter than A r t ,”  by w hich 
it  is u su a lly  m eant th a t  M an’s in stin ctive  judgm ent is a safer guide 
than the d icta tes of convention or custom . The m axim  is true enough 
in so far th at no m an can do him self justice w h o  a llo w s  his in d ivid ual­
ity' to  be a slave to  form  or m ethod ; but it  is nevertheless quite futile 
to  seek an y  field of th ou gh t or a c t iv ity  w hich shall be en tirely  free from  
the control of established notions. In fact m ost of us w ill agree th a t 
the m ost aggressive form  of co n ven tion a lity  is un con ven tion ality.

Be th is as it  m ay, the p oet’ s a rt is of a ll a r ts  th a t w hich m ost sure- 
lv  rests upon a b asis of convention and stru ctu ra l fo rm a lity  ; and to  
m ain tain  the w orth lessn ess of a ll a rtific ia l ideals w ould  be to  put th a t 
unoffending m o rta l in the ranks of the unem ployed. B ut, w hereas no a r­
tific ia l object can in itse lf be w o rth y  of pu rsu it, it  is p lain ly  our task  
to  enquire w h a t p art th is  form al elem ent p lays in the higher function 
of poetry, and to  w h a t  exten t it  is necessary.

Let us consider the m ore prom inent ch a ra cteristics  of modern poetry, 
and let us then trace the stages through w hich  it  w a s  evolved, and w e 
m ay then be in a position  to  see h o w  far the variou s secondary features 

m inister to  the p rim ary  end. And let it be prem ised th at in th is short
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discussion no a ttem p t w ill  be made to  an alyse the su bject-m atter of 
w hich  poetry  takes account, but it  w ill  be assum ed th a t in his desire to  
infuse into his verses the sp irit of love or w a r , or the suggestion of the 
hum orous the bard is only fo llo w in g  a n atu ral and creditable in stin ct. 
It is only in the mode of presentation th at w e w ill  recognise a form al 
elem ent.

In critis in g  a piece of poetry, the points th at w e observe are the l i t ­
erary  sty le  or m ode of expression, the m etre, the rhym e ( o r  non-exist­
ence th e re o f) ,  and the phonetic q u a lities or purely  m usical side of the 
verse. And these w e not only consider se p ara te ly , but w ith  regard to  
their pow er of blending into  a harm onious w hole, a delicate instrum ent 
for the transm ission  of delicate th ou gh ts.

The rhym e, the m etre and such phonetic usages as are proper to  
verse are of a purely conventional nature, w h ile  even in the s ty le  of 
phraseology and lite ra ry  treatm ent there is a stron g  form al elem ent, as 
anyone can convince him self by try in g  to  paraphrase an average piece of 
poetry  into average prose. By the convention al m ust be understood 
som ething deriv in g its  necessity from  secondary circum stances, and n ot 
som ething en tirely  w ith o u t its  uses; else th is discussion w ould be w ith ­
out a purpose. There is indeed no doubt th at each of these device 
p lay s a very  useful part in m aking p oetry w h a t  it is ; and yet w e can  
not only im agine its  existence w ith o u t several of these d istin gu ish in g 
m arks, but can trace its  developm ent con tin uously back to  an era when 
it  lacked every one of them.

It is a rem arkable fact th at every  race in an early  stage of c iv iliza ­
tion appears to  have had its  epic p o etry , or popular verse in w hich the 
legendary h isto ry  of the nation is tra n sm itted  to  p o sterity , in w h ich  
the names of heroes are im m ortalised  for the deeds they did, and fo r 
m an y th at th ey  left undone, and in w hich is merged much of relig iou s 
m yth , such as is u su a lly  found in close connection w ith  p rim itive  hero- 
w orsh ip . S o  general is the use of verse in the connection th at w e m ay 
speak of the mere existence of p o etry  as som ethin g quite independent of 
custom  and convention, but sp rin gin g  from  spontaneous human nature, 
E ven in the Epic A ge, how ever, a larg e  am ount of g ro w th  has often 
taken place in poetic sty le , and s till more is th is case w here verse h a s  
been m ade su b sid iary  to  religious purposes, since all early  w orsh ip  is. 
inseparable from  fo rm a lity  and con servatism . It w a s  generally a t  this, 
s ta ge  that the rh yth m ic form  w a s  first  assum ed, though there are m an y 
exceptions, as H ebrew  poetry, w hich in the P salm  period had acquired 
o n ly  the very  rudim ents of m etre. In Greek verse, on the other hand, 
w e find in the earliest tim es a m etrica l system  m ore accu rately  observ­
ed than any a t  the present day. 1 he E pic A ge is then, one of the g re a t-
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fo rm ativ e  periods in a n ation ’s poetic evolution , and in it \vi lirst see a 
eonscious w o rk in g  after effect.

It m av be th at the earliest com posers of m etrica l verse had in v iew  
the need of sin gin g it  to  a rh yth m ical m elody. But it  is certain  th at 
neither the poet, the m usician nor the inventor of the dance really  d is­
covered the charm  exercised by rh ythm ical repetition  over the human 
m ind. The a ffa ir  rests on a p h ysica l basis. Man is a rh yth m ical m a­
chine, ju st as a steam  engine is. l ie  lives only by a rhvthm ieal in ter­
nal m otion, and a ll liis ord in ary  action s are perform ed m ost efficien tly  
on the sam e principle. The in stin ct which renders a m etrical verse 
agreable is the in stin ct to  w hich  our nurses appealed when they charm ­
ed us to  sleep through the o scilla tio n s of a cradle.

E q u a lly  easv of in terp retation  are the devices by w hich euphony is 

obtained, nam ely those of a llite ra tio n  and v o w e l harm ony. A llite ra tio n  
is used in tw o  very different w a y s  in poetry. Its com m onest use is to 
render the verse sm ooth to  the ton gu e and to  the ear, to  avo id  harsh 
com binations of consonants, and to  enable the listener to  dw ell on one 
sound at a tim e. The final conson an ts of w o rd s are as im p ortan t in 
th is respect as the in itia l, since sm oothness is on ly  to  be gained when 
each w ord leads on n a tu ra lly  to  the rest. Bet anyone exam ine som e of 
our tra d itio n a l nursery rhym es, and he w ill see th a t  in m any cases their 
a llite ra tiv e  con struction  and the corresponding ease w ith  w hich they 
m ay be repeated.

The other use of a llite ra tio n  is for d ram atic  effect, the object being 
to  force into  prom inence som e sound su ggestin g the subject under dis­
cussion, or the em otion  of the m om ent. It need h ard ly be added th at 
a llite ra tio n  is g en era lly  quite unconscious, and th a t its  use dates from 
very  ea rly  d ays in the h istory  of verse.

But though w e  can so easily  account for these trick s of the pen it  is 
on ly a few  out o,f m an y w hich have been handed dow n to  the bards of 
our day. The w ell-k n o w  P ara lle lism  of S em itic  poetry has no equiva­
lent in m odern verse, neither do our contem poraries m ake it a ride to  
introduce puns in to  th eir serious poetry, as did the Hindus of a p a rti­
cu lar period. An extrem e exam ple for a r t if ic ia lity  is a S a n sk rit poem 
unearthed by Dr. Y a te s  in w hich every  couplet con tain s but one con­
sonant. One of them  runs thus : —

“  D adado duddaduddadi dadado dudadidadoh.
D udada dadade dudde dad adadad od adad o,”

w h ich  Hie ed itor tra n sla tes  in to  quite a s tirrin g  piece of E n glish . It is 
probable th at p oetry  a fter  th is m odel could be com posed in no other 
language.



R hym e, on the other hand, is ap p aren tly  an in n ovation  of the m iddle 
a g e s , and indeed the ancient classica l tongues w ere to ta lly  unsuited to  
rh ym in g  verse, as the sameness of their term in ation s w ou ld  have m ade 
i t  ridiculous. The pleasure derived from  a rhym e is hard to  a n a ly se . 
P erhaps it  stim u la te s  the w its  of the hearer to  have som e previous su g ­
gestion  of w h a t is to  come, and it certa in ly  furnishes a new  m eans o f 
th ro w in g  em phasis on a w ord. In modern verse it  is the fashion to  
m ak e the sy n ta ctica l construction  overlap  the m etre, so th a t th is  is  an 
acquired sty le , and d istin ct from  the o rig in al use of rhym e, since i t  
gen era lly  rin gs untrue to  the untrained ear, and is not found often in 
o ld er verse.

The above suggestion s as to  the function of a few  form al e lem en ts 
are  not on ly  far from  exhaustive. Imt even fail to  touch the real ques­
tio n  of h ow  the “ to u t ensem ble”  of a piece of p o etry  exercises its  fa s­
cin ation  over us. A s stated, it is not our purpose to  tre a t of the poetic  
m a te ria l ; yet it  w ou ld  be leaving a to ta lly  false im pression to  su g ge st 
th a t  the p oet’ s task  w a s  the mere presentation of lite ra ry  m a tte r  deck­
ed out in a poetic garb  by means of the devices referred to . T w o  fa c ts  
prove the co n trary  : the one is th a t  w e seldom  e x tra ct from  a  prose 
tra n s la tio n  of a foreign poem m ore than a suggestion  Obf the sp ir it  o f 
the origin al ; the other th a t the reading of verse, how ever perfect phon­
e tic a lly , in an unknow n tongue is productive of very  l it t le  pleasure. The 
va lu e then of the com ponent p arts o f p oetry  lies in th eir m u tu al re­
la tio n s, in som e peculiar harm ony betw een form  and m ateria l.

There is lit t le  doubt th at the o rig in a l purpose of p o etry  w a s  to  re­
cord  facts in a form  w hich could be e a sily  m em orised when w r itte n  
docum ents w ere not. On the principle p reviou sly  sta ted  the in trod u ct­
io n  of m etre w o u ld  m a te r ia lly  ass ist in th is, and the p rim itive  bard  t o  
w h o se m em ory a fe w  lines of prose w ere a tr ia l w ou ld  sing cheerfu lly  
th rough  his n ative  epic w ith  the r e g u la r ity  of c lo ck w o rk , and add a  
fe w  m ore lines of his ow n, before running dow n. A gain  set p h rases 
and effective figures w ou ld  rap id ly  com e in to  fashion, and the p oet 
w o u ld  soon learn to  affect the lan guage of a p ast age. Som e profession­
a l m annerism s w o u ld  indeed be expected of him , ju st as w e  m igh t judge 
him  a poor la w y e r  w h o  em ployed needless m on osyllables. Such causes, 
h o w ev er tr iv ia l, are responsible for the substance of m odern poetic con­
vention .

B ut how  is the m ysteriou s influence of p o etry  compounded of th is  
stran ge  m ateria l ? The glib  an sw er a w a its  us : “  The sp irit of p o e try  
is  in its  in trin sic b eau ty  of thought and fo rm .”  And y e t th is is  bu t 

t-lie question. Who can seek perfection, unless he first choose 
h is ideal ? There are thin gs in nature beautiful by a ll the canons o f 
th in k in g  hum an ity ; but in the realm s of litera tu re  the taste s  of dif-
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fercn l c iv iliza tio n s  have been so rad ica lly  a t varian ce th at no such ab s­

tra c t  ideal of poetic beau ty  can be defined. Let us pisture the p rim i­

tiv e  versifier s tru g g lin g  w ith  his m yth s and hero-stories and squeezing 

them  in to  the convention al m ould. The rules of his a rt, so far from  
b arrin g  his progress, lead him into fresh p ath s of fancy, g ive him a  
m a te ria l in sharp co n trast w ith  th at of o rd in ary  life, fire him w ith  a  
d eterm in ation  to  overcom e obstacles to sh ow  him self m aster of his a r t . 
In his enthusiasm  he fo rgets the cr itica l ca lcu la tin g  sp irit and g iv in g  
free rein to  his th ou gh ts, w eaves a w eb of fancy about his subject w h ich  
in o rd in ary  speech w o u ld  be absurd. To the listener the regular stru c t­
ure and sw in g  of the m etre form  a  ready m eans of fix in g  the a tte n tio n , 
o f cou n tin g  the progress of the n arrative . In the clever artifice  he ad­
m ires the com poser ; in his ad m iratio n  of the poet he seizes the p o et’s  
ideal. He studies the verse a s  a picture He does not stop to  s a y ,
“  1 his did not happen ; th at is unscientific ; ”  he sees the events as in a
dream , w ith o u t critic ism , th is  is the true poetic licence, to  lead the 
reader w h ith er he w ill,  and to  this end the convention s of a rt are sub­
servien t.

B ut poetry  has often become a great deal too  conventional, or the 
convention s have g ro w n  o utw orn . We have seen how  the H indu of a  
decadent age m ade ideas slaves to  form , and com posed m ath em a tica l 
puzzles in the guise of verse. In a lm o st every nation  too a h igh ly  a r­
t if ic ia l  form  of p o etry  is evolved w hich rap id ly  g ro w s w earisom e. Such  
periods are fo llow ed  by reactions som etim es eq u ally  extrem e. T o -d ay, 
fo r exam ple there is quite a prejudice aga in st the use of the c lassica l dic­
tio n a ry  in versifyin g, w hereas tw o  hundred yea rs  ago it  w a s  essen tia l.
We live in a Bohem ian age, w hich loves to  ca st a w a y  fo rm a lity  and
roam  fancy free ; but if our in terp retation  of the function of poetry is a  
tru e  one, som e m easure of co n ven tion a lity  is ab so lu te ly  necessay. R hym e 
m a y  be a  lu xu ry  ; archaism s m a y  not be to  our ta ste  ; but when a w e ll-  
know n poet of our age dispenses w ith  m etre in addition, w e feel th a t  
h ave no longer p o etry  a t  a ll. Prose and verse can never exchange funct­
ion s. 1 he one is ruled by logic, the other b y  the feelings. If a prose 
passage put into  verse m akes dull p oetry, a poem bereft of a ll its  d is­
tin gu ish in g  ornam ent m akes ridiculous prose.

1 Iiese are the d ays of the m inor poet, and few  a tta in  to  their poetic  
m a jo r ity . We m ay  feel th at the outlook is d iscouragin g, but blank pe­
riod s have happened before in the h isto ry  of litera tu re , and la ten t gen­
ius m ay  a t  any m om ent find scope for its  a c tiv itie s . We m ay a t  le a st 
fo ster  w h a t  ta len t m ay  be a va ila b le  by the encouragem ent of p u rity  of 
s ty le , free a t  once from  the servile w orsh ip  of form  and the la w le ss  in ­
dependence w hich scorns afl conventional ornam ent. Let not our as-



p iran ts  to  fam e g ive the m agic num ber fourteen an occasional rest, nut 
le t them  not despise elegance of construction . There m u st a lw a y s  l>e 
rules of good breeding in a rt as in life, and in th eir observance alone can 

w e  find the path to  success.

TWILIGHT

S w ift  on the w in gs of night 
Lom es riding the heaven ly host 
Dragged by the sun in its  fligh t 
E ach  takes its  accustom ed post

S ile n tly  night after night 
E ach  take its  ordained stand 
Q u ietly  fittin g  in arigh t 
O beying a m igh ty  hand.

L in gerin g v io let hues 
S t a y  long in the tw ilig h t  hour,
C o ax in g  the g listen ing dew s 
F rom  out their secret bow er.

A m id  th is v a st a rra y ,
Seeking to  rend the p all,
M an lives out his day.
M akin g him self “  the a ll, ”

F a r  back in regions of space,
Where thou hast never trod, 
t an ’st thou sa y  but there a race 
L iv es d a ily  nearer G od ?

R . H . H A Y D E N .

_______________________________
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We wish to remind our readers of the opportunity afforded 
them again this year of cultivating their literary talent.

The Mitre is always anxious to receive contributions in 
verse or prose, and Mr. LeRoy is again offering a prize for the 
best original story not exceeding 1,500 words.

A second prize will be awarded this year if the number of 
entries is sufficiently great.

Full regulations governing the competition will be found in 
the Mitre for October 1908, or the Editor-in-Chief will be pleased 
to supply any further information.

We thank the Corporation for their grant of $25 to the 
Mitre.
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The Bishop U n iversity  D ram atic S o c ie ty  held their annual m eetin g 

for the election of officers, w ith  the fo llo w in g  result :

H on. Pres. ; Prof. C. F. GuMMER, M A .
Pres. ; A. F . C. W i i a u ,KV, B.A.

Sec, Treas. ; If. H. ScoTT.

I C. G. HKPBl RN, R.A.
A. A. STl'Ri.KY, B.A.

Com mittee : A. P. D c r r a n t , B.A.
A. V . ('.RANT.

I H. F. E d g e .

The cast has been chosen for “ The S ch o o lm istress’ , a farce in three 

acts, b y  A rth u r  W. Pinero, autor of “ The M a g istra te ” , w hich w a s  s ta -
I

ged so successfully la s t year.

The many friends of Rev. F . o .  V ia l, M .A ., B .D ., w ere shocked to 
hear of his recent loss by fire in the ea rly  m ornin g of O ctober io th . Deep 

regret a t the incident is felt by a ll w h o  kn ow  him . Oour sincerest sy m ­

p a th y  is extended to  him in his trouble.
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We w ere pleased to  receive a brief v is it  a sh ort tim e ago from  R ev. 
F ran k  P la sk e tt, M .A ., w h o  has been stationed  on the L abrador coast for 
the past few  years and is now  a t W ays M ills, Que.

We w ere a lso  pleased to  w elcom e Reg. H epburn, B .A ., w ho spent 
T h an k sgiv in g  d ay a t  L enn oxville.

It  is our sad duty to  note the death  of the fath er of Rev. P . C a llis , 
M .A ., and the sister of Rev. R. C. T am b s, M .A ., both  deaths of recent 
•occurence. Our sincere and heart fe lt sym p ath y  is extended to  these tw o  
* ‘ a lu m n i”  in their sad  bereavem ents.

Rev. G . E- W eagent, M .A ., has been appointed to  a parish in C a li­
fo rn ia  and has left O ntario  to  take up his new  duties. We w ish  him a ll 
success in his new  field of labor.

Rev. E . R. R oy, M .A ., has accepted the position  of Dom estic C hap­
la in  to  the Bishop w ith  the care of M ontm orency F a lls  and L ake 
B eauport, and also  the E d itorsh ip  of Diocesan G aze tte . He has for som e 
lim e  been station ed  in an im p ortan t tow n  of the U nited S ta te s  and w il l  
take up his new  duties very  sh o rtly .

Rev. H. W. levers, L .S .T .,  w a s  elected secretary  of the R ural Dean­
ery  of L evis a t a m eeting held a t  R ector}' H ill, 29th Oct.

I t  is reported th a t “ a  grad uate of recent d a te ”  is engaged to  a 
youn g la d y  in H a lifa x . N o w  as the alum ni ed ito r is sorely  in need of 
m a te r ia l for the next issue of the “ M itre” , and as everyone is an xious 
t o  kn ow  w h o  the lucky m an is, the plain d u ty  of the p a rty  concerned to  
o w n  up before he is found o u t. •
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In our last issue w e chronicled the illness of Mrs. A lln a tt, and a l­
though w e are g lad  to  report favo u rab ly  concerning her progress to ­
w ard s recovery, yet w e sincerely regret h avin g to  furtner record the i ll­
ness of the Dean him self. A  com bination  of ailm en ts ( am ongst w h ich  
w a s  a poisoned f o o t ) rendered Dr. A lln a tt  unable to  attend to  his du­
ties w ith  his usual vigour. H ow ever w e are g lad  to see th at he has so- 
fa r  recovered, as to  be able to resum e lectures again ; w hich for the pre­
sent are being given a t his residence.

We can on ly repeat our rem arks of la s t m onth, and assure Dr A ll­
n a tt  of our m ost sincere sym p ath y  in tliis  tw o  fold tr ia l. A t  the sam e 
tim e w e earn estly  hope he and Mrs. A lln a tt  m ay  speedily be restored to- 
com plete health and strength.

We are g lad  to  w elcom e Norm an II. S n o w , B .A ., ’09, into D iv in ity , 
A s it  w a s  uncertain  w hether “ N orm an ”  w ou ld  join us th is year, or not, 
w e w ere agreeab ly  surprised to  see him enter “ B ishop ’s ”  again —  soon 
a fter  the beginning of Term . We are esp ecia lly  pleased to  see Mr. S n o w , 
as an expert H eb raist is still a “ ra ra  a v is ”  even am ong D iv in ity  men. 
S o  w e feel ju s t ly  proud of this la te s t  add ition  to  our ranks.

The unusual size of the D iv in ity  class th is year ca lls  for m ore than 
passing com m ent. The ca p a city  of both a v a ila b le  Lecture R oom s is 
taxed  to  the u tterm o st ; and som etim es, w hen these room s are inacces- 
sable, the D iv in ity  men are driven to  the u n gallan t expedient of in v a ­
ding those qu arters w hich should be sacred to  the L ad y  Students. H ere, 
am id st evidences of feminine pre-occupation, our respected Lecturer in 
Church H is to ry  dives into the depths of the G n ostic H eresy, or discusses 
the influence of the A lexan drian  School. S u re ly  T h eology, ( w hich has 
been term ed the “ Queen of Sciences” ) ,  bids fa ir  to  become the perva­
ding influence ; even in feminine circles.

We co n g ratu la te  Messrs. C. 0 . H ardin g, and R. A n d rew s on th eir 
p lucky a ttem p t to  secure the “ Dunn”  challenge cup, in the C ollege R oad
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R ace. Mr. H ardin g m ade excellent tim e ; being o n ly  about 25 sec. behind 
the w in ner ( W a rd ) . It w a s  a g re a t p ity  th a t m ore D iv in ity  men did 
not enter ; bu t w e w ere g lad  to  see the D iv in ity  H ouse represented, as it  
w a s , b y  M essrs. H ardin g, A n d rew s and Forde.

S T U D E N T ’ S  M IS S IO N A R Y  U N IO N

The first address of the session w a s  delivered on Oct. 5th. by the 
R ev. W. I). S ta n d fa st, B .A ., H ead m aster of B ish o p ’s College School.

Air. S ta n d fa st dealt w ith  the question of “ W hat M ission ary  effort 
should do ; and w h a t it  should aim  a t ?”  In order to  assure th is it  w a s  
firs t  necessary to  ask —  “ W hat is a C h ristian  ?”  as one m ust fir s t  be a 
•true believer, before he can hope to  be a successful m ission ary. The 
.question of belief w a s  then ab ly  d ealt w ith  b y  the speaker, w h o illu stra ­
ted his rem arks from  personal experience.

A  second m eeting of the Union w a s  held in O ct. 26th. w hen an ad­
dress w a s  delivered by the Rev. A . J . Doull, M .A ., of the Church of the 
A d ven t, W estm ount, M ontreal.

In the course of a very in terestin g  address, Mr. Doull dealt w ith  the 
“ Fife of S . C olum ba, and his w o rk  for the S c o ttish  Church” . He sho­
w ed th at S . C olum ba not on ly  evangelized all S cotlan d , but also  rea­
ched m any d istan t lands, Iceland am ong the num ber. E n glan d also  
o w e s  much to  S . C olum ba, as his d isciples S . Aiden and S . Chad, w ere 
la rg e ly  in stru m en tal in evan gelizin g the cou n try. “ N ot A ugustin e but 
A iden is the real ap ostle  of E n g la n d .”  The tw o  g re a t lessons to  be 
d ra w n  from  S . C o lu m b a’s life are : ( 1 ) The Need of proper organ iza­
tion  on M ission F ields ; and 1(2) The Need for burning zeal for the 
souls of men.

Canon S c o tt  is the speaker a t  the next m eeting of the M ission ary  
U nion, on N ov. loth .

The annual Freshm en’s Concert w a s  held on the evening of S ep t. 
30th in the Council Cham ber a t  7 p. in. The Freshm en a ttire d  in their
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even in g dress w ere m arshalled in to  the Council Cham ber by Mr. R . H. 
H ayden  ’ io, the b u rly  policem an w h o  looked tru ly  a w e inspiring, and 
sto o d  in a ro w  meek lv  w a itin g  th eir doom , thereupon Mr. A . P . Du­
m on t, B .A ., M aster of Cerem onies, opened the proceedings by delivering 
a m asterly  o ratio n . In it he alluded to  the fact th at o w in g  to  pressure of 
business a ffa irs the Pope and K in g  w olud be unable to  attend the augu st 
g ath erin g , —  th is new s w a s  received b y  sincere expressions of regret 
from  the student bodv. The K in g  of the C ann ibal Isles w a s  also unable 
to  be present, being in cap acitated  through illness. It w a s  noticed th at 
th e Freshm en on the co n trary  received th is new s w ith  much secret re­
jo icin g .

Mr. D urrant h avin g brought his address to  a close .w ith  those te llin g  
w o rd s  w hich have such a m eaning o f deep significance to  the Freshm an, 
v iz . : “ P a x  V o b iseu m ” , resumed his seat w ith  d ign ity .

Mr. H. H . S c o tt , *1 1 , as H erald , then assum ed the chief role, and 
ca lled  upon each budding Caruso, se v era lly  and in turn  to  “ T ake his 
flig h t in so n g” , for the ed ification  of the seniors. D oubtless the nearest 
approach  to  th a t m ethod of locom otion w a s  reached in the song “ 'l i t  
W illo w ” , blit the poor bird u n fortu n ately  com m itted  suicide before the 
so n g  w a s  finished, and took  its  fligh t to  the next w o rld  in com pany 
w it h  the m em ory of the perform er, w ho overcom e either by stage  
fr ig h t, or the thought of the b ird ’s sad end, retired  to  his seat covered 
w ith  —  g lo ry .

A nother verdant child of m isfortun e gav e  a m ost inspirin g and g ra ­
phic account of a footb all m atch w ith  a certain  other team , in w hich 
the above m entioned team  w a s  doom ed to  be “ wiped off the m ap ” . We 
adm ire the sp irit w hich  prom pted him e to  w r ite  it, but w e m ust adm it 
th a t  the flesh w hich  actu a lly  perpetrated  the a ct w a s  w o fu lly  w eak.

A t la s t  to  the so rro w  ( ? )  of a ll  those present, the lis t  of perfor­
m in g  Freshm en w a s  exhausted, a fte r  w hich fo llow ed  the parade through 
th e principal streets of the w ondering v illag e  of Kennoxville. The resu lts 
o f the aforesaid  parade w ere tw o  boxes of choice c igars, w hich w ere 
m uch enjoyed.

A fter  the parade the Students a ll congregated  in the Council C h am ­
ber, and after sin gin g  “ God S a v e  th e K in g ” , the long to  be remembe- 
ed Freshm en’s Concert of 1909 com e to  a close.

The M ock T r ia l w a s  held on the evening of O ct. n t h ,  and it  w a s  
“ sine dubio”  the m ost b rillian t and successful tr ia l th a t has ever been 
held in the C ollege. Rev. H . C. B u rt, 31.A ., a ttire d  in his robes of office, 
acted  as judge and, w ith  his usual b r illia n c y  of w it  kept everybody in a



44 THE MITRE

sta te  of m irth . The Counsel for the Prosecution, Prof. K. E . B o o th ro yd , 
M. A ., and the Counsel for the Defence. Mr. A. F . C. W halley, B .A .,  
by their keen cross-exam in ation  of the w itn ess, and w it t y  rem arks, 
kept all those present in a sta te  of intense in terest.

The prisoner, Mr. B isson, a freshm an, w a s  accused of a m ost heinous 
crim e, viz. : th at of abducting the N orth Pole from  its  rightfu l posi­
tion a t the apex of the w o rld , to  the far eq u ato ria l to w n  of T im b u cto o , 
and there exchanging it  for the p a ltry  com pensation of six  b ooks o f 
E uclid , a few  cocoanuts, and s ix  fem ale slaves. The Pole w a s  fo llo w e d  
by C yrus G iiscom e, ( Prof. G u m m e r) , the head of the Police D epart­
ment of the United S ta te s , w ho, w ith  keen and pen etratin g jud gm en t 
fin a lly  succeeded in lo ca tin g  it in the above m entioned to w n , and b rin g­
ing the thief to  judgm ent. The w itn esses were both  varied and num erous, 
including tw o  in h ab itan ts from  T im bu ctoo, and tw o  E squim aux, the 
la tte r  did not speak our harsh E n glish  tongue, but through the serv ices 
of R .A . Malden, E sq ., w h o  proved con clu sively  th a t lie had an in tim a te  
know ledge of the E sq uim aux lan guage they w ere able to express them ­
selves freely.

A fter each Counsel had sum m ed up his case the J u ry  w ere ordered to  
retire, and after a few  m inutes returned w ith  the unanim ous verd ict of 
g u ilty . The Judge then sum m oned the prisoner, and placed before him  
the heinousness of his crim e w hich had been unprecedented in the an n als 
of past crim e for its  en orm ity, upsettin g  a ll n av igatio n , u tte r ly  des­
tro y in g  a ll the learned ca lcu latio n s of sc ien tists, and a ctu a lly  p lacin g  
the N orth Pole w ith in  the equator.

F or this enorm ous offence the prisoner w a s  sentenced to lie kept in 
close confinem ent for six  m onths, and to be fed on bread and w a te r ,, 
a fter w hich he m ust accom pany Dr. Crook and Com m ander B eary  to  
the Boreal centre, and there to  'plant the pole in the righ tfu l p o sition  
and from  th is pole to  be hanged by the neck until he w a s  able to  repeat 
“ ad verbatem  et l it te ra tu m ”  the “ Pons A sin o ru m ”  of the is t  B ook  of 
E uclid . L atest reports say  th at he is s till hanging.

1 he Church w arden Club has been m eeting regu larly . Mr. R. A. 
M alden, ’ io , read a paper on a Sp an ish  account of D rake’s v o y a g e s , 
sh ow in g th a t D rake’s successes' w ere due to  the Spanish  fear of h im , 
his triflin g  encounters being m agnified into g rea t victories. Mr. G ra n t, 
’ io, also  read a paper a t  one of the subsequent m eetings, on “ The E a r ­
ly  E n glish  D ram a”  exp lain in g the rise of the d ram a under ecc lesiastica l 
supervision.

Rev. F . G. V ia l, M .A .B .D ., w ill  read a paper on “ Som e C an ad ian  
Poets.
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The Parergon S o c ie ty  continues to  hold its  m eetings fo rtn ig h tly  and 
th e  large attendance a t  each m eeting proves its  increasing p op u larity .

On Oct. 15th, M r. A . A. S tu rle y , B .A ., read a m ost interesting pa­
p er on “ The N ebular T h eo ry ” , dealing w ith  the d iscovery of the v a ­
r io u s nebulae, and tracin g  their developm ent from  nebulae to  so lar sy s­
tem s.

A t  the fo llo w in g  m eeting, Prof. B o oth royd , M .A ., read a ve ry  in­
terestin g  and in stru ctive  paper on “ T alleyran d  and the Congress of 
V ie n n a ” , dealing w ith  the m any sides of the grea t character, and sh o w ­
in g  the part he played in the h isto ry  of Europe.

On N ov. 5th ., M r. R. A . M alden, ’ 10, read a paper on “ Sham an ism  
and the Finnic R un es” , the paper besides being m ost hum orous, w a s  
b oth  in stru ctive  and interesting.

M r. H. H . Dinning, ’ 10, w h o has been confined in the in firm ary  
th ro u gh  illness, has so far recovered as to  be able to  return to  his dom i­
c ile  on the top  fla t, and resume his studies. We a ll w elcom e him back, 
.after his long separation .

A  Glee Club has been formed in the College through the energetic 
e ffo r ts  of Prof. G lim m er, M .A.

The first m eeting w a s  held in P rof. G lim m er’ s stu d y on N ov. 10th. 
a t  w h ich  the co n stitu tio n  w a s  draw n  up, and fo llo w in g  officers w ere 
elected :

President, M. B. Johnson, ’ 10 ; S e cre ta ry , A . V . G ran t, ’ 10 ; it  w a s  
-decided at th is m eetin g  th at the club should m eet every W ednesday eve­
n in g.

r

The college season opened on W ednesday, S ep t. 29, w ith  a practice 
gam e, aga in st Sherbrooke, on the College Cam pus. The college team  
had no d ifficu lty  defeating the v is ito rs , the final score being 17-6, The 
p la y in g  of both team s w a s  very ragged and show ed a lack of practice. 
T he college halves g o t a w a y  /or several long runs around both ends bu t
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m ost of the gain s w ere m ade by kicks and on S h erbrooke’s fum bles of 
Steven s punts. P atterso n  scored tw o  touchdow ns on bucks through the 
line, and S a v a g e  scored one on an end run. Steven s converted tw o  of 
the touchdow ns. Sherbrooke scored one try  w hich they converted.

The team  representing B ishops w a s  : F u ll B ack, Stevens, R . H a lf. 
B row n , C. H alf. H ayden ( C ap t. ) I,. H alf. S a v a g e , Q uarter, P a tte r ­
son, Shires, H inerth, A lw a rd , Reeves, Wings W ard, W alker, H in chliffe, 
Shires, Ireland.

Q U E B E C  vs. B IS H O P S .

On S a tu rd a y  O ctober 2th the team  m ade a tr ip  to  Quebec to  p la y  
the Quebec c ity  team . The gam e w a s  played in pouring rain w h ich  en­
tire ly  prevented an y  good fo o tb a ll being played: The ball w a s  d ifficu lt
to  handle and fum bles w ere frequent especially by the Quebec team . T h e 
C ollege halves w ere afforded very  l it t le  protection  bv their w in gs and se­
veral tim es Steven s w a s  tackled  before he had a chance to  k ick . The Que­
bec team  w a s  s lig h tly  heavier than the C ollege team  and th is gave them  
quite an advan tage as the gam e w a s  a succession of tricks, end runs be­
ing im possible o w in g  to  the sta te  of the ground. The final score w a s  
5-3 in favou r of Quebec. The C ollege team  w a s  handicapped b y  the loss 
of C apt. H ayden sh o rtly  a fter the com m encem ent of the second h alf. 
While bucking through the line he wrenched his ankle and w a s  forced to  
retire from  the field. B ishops scored tw o  rouges and a kick over the 
dead ball line by Steven s. Quebec scored a trv  w h ich  they fa iled  to  
convert.

M cG IIJ , vs. B IS H O P S .

Bishops lost all chance of g e ttin g  in to  the sem i-finals of the interm e­
diate C. I. R. F. U. w hen they w ere defeated on their ow n  grounds in 
the first gam e of their series w ith  .».*cGilI by the score, pf 32-5. The gam e 
w a s  not nearly  as one sided as the score w ou ld  indicafe as several tim es 
Bishops had the ball a few  yard s from  M cG ill’ s lim e onlv losing it  on 
the tlirid  dow n. .McGill had an excep tion ally  stro n g  interm ediate team  
th is year and their line averaged much heavier than Bishops. On the 
w h ole, the gam e w a s  a good exhibition  of fo o tb a ll >; both sides p layed  
hard all the w a y  through, and the tack lin g  w a s  good. Stevens did 
som e splendid kicking and outpunted the M cG ill halves. B oth  tea m s 
m ade some bad fum bles. M cG ill took ad v an tage  of B ishops fum ­
bles w h ile  the B ishops w in g s w ere to o  s lo w  a t fo llo w in g  up to  get the 
ball when M cG ill fum bled. The C ollege w in gs played  w e ll a t  tim es 
w h ile at other periods of the gam e they seemed to  go to  peices and a l­
low ed M cG ill to  go through them  lor big gain s. V ery  few  end runs 
w ere tried as the outside w in g s  of both team s,
w ere tack lin g  hard. M cGill m ade m ost of th eir ga in s bv kicking, D a­
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kins being sent through the line for big gains. H e w a s  hurt early  in 
th e first half, and w a s  replaced by G artsh ore, w h o  also made some big 
g a in s  on kicks. In the first half the College, held the M cGill dow n fa ir­
ly  w e ll, but in the second half, E ishops seemed to  go to  pieces and Mc­
G ill  piled up the* score. M cG ill got the ball ou the kick off and in a 
sh o rt tim e crossed B ish o p ’s line for a try  w hich w a s  converted. When 
the team s changed ends at quarter tim e, E ishops had the ball near cen­
tre  field, but lost it  to  M cGill. M cG ill rushed it dow n the field and 
w e n t over for another try  w hich w a s  converted. H ayden w a s  hurt in 
a  scrim m age, and had to  retire, his place being taken by Ireland. J u st 
Vefore half tim e B ishops made their only score in the gam e. Stevens 
ca u g h t the ball near centre field and returned it, M cG ill jum bled it on 
th e ir  ow n fifteen yard  line, and B ishops fell on it. In three bucks P a t­
terson  shoved over the line for a t r y  w hich Steven s failed to  convert. A 
fe w  m inutes later, the w h istle  b lew  for half tim e. Score M cGill 12, 
B ish op s 5. S a v a g e  had his head cut in this half, but it w a s  fixed up 
and he w a s  able to  s ta y  in the gam e.

In the second half M cG ill sta rte d  out w ith  a rush, and securing the 
b a ll from Steven s, kicked into touch on b ish op ’s tw e n ty  yard  line w ent 
o v e r  for a touch dow n w hich they did not convert. S h o rtly  a fterw ard s 
B row n  fumbled the ball behind the goal line and M cGill fell on it for 
an o th e r touchdow n, which w a s  converted. Before the end of the qu arter 
M cG ill scored another try , D ouglas fa llin g  on R ose 's punt behind B i­
sh o p 's  goal line. In the last quarter the gam e w a s  much m ore evon, the 
b a ll being w orked up and down the field several tim es. M cG ill scored 
tw ic e  before the en« of the gam e, a drop kick by R oss and a kick over 
th e  dead ball line. The gam e ended w ith  B ish op ’s in possession of the 
b a ll on their ow n  te rr ito ry  : — F in al score, M cG ill 32 ; B ishops 5.

M cG IIJ , R I I )  B IS H O P S

M urray, ( C ap t. ) Full Back Stevens,
Price..........................................................R ig h t H a lf .........................B row n,
R o ss.......................................................... C. H alf...H ayd en , C ap t. ) ( Ireland )
L in d say ....................................... ..........L. H a lf.................................Savage,
H au l tain Q uarter P atterson ,

Irwin,
Gladnian,
Fox.

)
i

Scrimmage. (
<

Johnson, 
McMurtrie. 

Daikin (Gartshore) 
Digby,
Douglas.
Miller.

Referee, Dr. McC

Inside wings.

| Middle wings.

| Outside wings. J 

AU.l'M. Umpire.

Reeves.
Hinerth.
W alker.
Hincliffe.
Ward.
W halley.
Shires.
A lward. 
Murray. 

Rev. W r i g h t .
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The second gam e w a s  played in .Montreal, on the M cG ill C am pus, 
on S a tu rd a y , Oct. 26, and resulted in another w in  for  M cG ill. B ishops 
line again proved too w e ak  to  hold the M cGill line, and w ere too  s lo w  
to  fo llo w in g  up Steven s, 'kicks. The gam e w a s  spoiled by rain w h ich  
m ade the ball hard to  handle, but on the w h ole  it  w a s  good fo o tb a ll. 
The M cGill halves m ade several fum bles, bu t B ishops w in gs w ere not 
quick enough to  take ad van tage of them . B ishops halves w ere not g u il­
ty  of one fumble. H ayden w ho w en t into the gam e w ith  a w eak an kle  
g o t it wrenched again  and have to  leave the field ea rly  in the gam e. Mc­
G ill dropped a m an to  even up. The final score w a s  M cGill 17, B ishops 
o.

Bisnops line up w a s  : Full Back Stevens ; I,. H alf. S a v a g e  ; C .
H alf. H ayden ( C ap t. ) ; R. H alf B r o w n ; Q uarter, P a tte r s o n ; S c rim ­
m age, Reeves A lw a rd , Cam eron, Wings, Edge, H inchliffe, Shires, W ard, 
W halley.

S O C C E R .

A  m ost excitin g  gam e of A ssociation  fo o tb a ll w a s  played on T h u rs­
day, Oct. 28, between a team  picked from the R u gb y  fourteen and a  
team  representing the rest of the College. E v e ry  one expected th at the 
rest of the C ollege w ou ld  have an easy v ic to ry  as they counted am on g 
their m em ber several s ta r  p layers oi the gam e, but the husky ru g b y ite s  
show ed th a t their know ledge of fo o tb a ll w a s  not lim ited  to  R ugby, b y  
w in n in g the gam e ea sily , the score being 4-1.

B A S K E T  BALI/.

The b a sk etb a ll season, opened on F rid ay  n ight O ctober 22nd w ith  a  
double header in the College G ym nasium . The first gam e w a s  the open­
ing gam e of the K. T. B asket B all league betw een S tan stead  W esleyan 
College and B ish op ’s U n iversity . A fter a  fast and excitin g  gam e S ta n s ­
tead cam e out v icto rio u s, shootin g the w in ning b asket a few  m inutes be­
fore tim e w a s  up. F or the C ollege, S a v a g e  and P atterso n  played w e ll, 
the la tte r  doing som e excellent shootin g. The final score w a s  u -q .

S . W. C. ( 1 1 )  B IS H O P ’ S  ( 9 )

A n d rew s ................................................R. F o w a rd ..........P atterso n , ( C a p t . )
R ichardson............................................. L. F o w a rd .........Cam eron,
Leonard ................................................. C en tre....................H inchliffe,
B ro w n ...................................................... L- Defence............ H inerth,
A stle  ....................................................... R. Defence............ S avage,
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The second gam e w a s  betw een a team  from  Sherbrooke, V. M. C. A . 
and Bishops ( II ) team . Bishops had an easy tim e defeating their op­
ponents, the final score l>eing 19-10, in their favour. Ireland played  a 
splendid gam e for the second team  sh ootin g  seven b askets out of the 
nine scored. B ishops V II lined up : E dge, L . Defence ; Sherring, R. 
Defence; M urray, Centre: Ireland, R. F o rw a rd  ; Chesshire, I,. F o rw a rd .

B IS H O P ’S  vs. V. M. C. A.

In second gam e of the E. T . B asket B all league played in the Sher­
brooke V. M. C. A . G ym nasium  on S a tu rd a y , O ctober 30th, the Bishops 
b a sk e t ball team  w a s  defeated. The Y .M .C .A . team , played good com bi­
n ation  and their sh ootin g  w a s  very  good w hile the sh ootin g of the b i­
shops team  w a s  poor. The gam e w a s  very close all the w a y  through, 
and V. M. C. A . on ly  w on  by the sm all m a jo rity  of one basket.

Y .  31. C. A. ( 15 ) B IS H O P S  ( 13)

G eo. D ick............................................... I,. F o rw a rd .......................H inerth,
R . T a te ..................................................  R. F o rw a rd .......................Ireland,
A s t le ......................................................... C en tre.................................. 3Iurray,
K e r r ............................................... ...........R. Defence..........................b row n ,
II. T a te ................................................... I,. Defence............S a v a g e  ( C a p t .)

B IS H O P S  vs. S T A X  S T E A D .

In the return gam e w ith  S tan stead  C ollege played at S tan stead , on 
N o v. 5th, Bishops m et their third defeat 0/ the season. S ta n stea d  p la y ­
ed a fast gam e and their com bin ation  and good sh ootin g gave them a 
v ic to ry . The final score w a s  26-12 in fa v o r  of S . \V. C.

V .  B. C. ( 12 ) S. W. C. ( 2 6)

H ayd en .................................................... I(. F o r w a r d .......................Leonard,
Irelan d ..................................................... R . F o r w a r d .......................A stle ,
M u rra y .....................................................C en tre........R ichardson, ( C apt. )
S a va g e , ( C a p t . ) ............................... R. Defence.......................... A ndrew s,
H in erth ....................................................L. Defence............................... W itcher,

E X fH A R G IS

1 he artic le  011 1 he H eresy of U tilita r ia n ism  bv Rev. C. W. Vernon 
B .I). in the “  K in g s C ollege R ecord”  should have a much w id er circula 
tio n  than it is lik e ly  to  get in a C o l’ege M agazine. We regret our sp ac 
p erm its only a few  e x tra cts . “  U tilita r ia n is m ’ is the w ilfu l choice o



such things only as appear to  tend to m aterial benefit. Its  God is the 
m oney-bag, its  church the counting-house, its  p raverb ook  the ledger, i t s  
m o tto  “ cui bon o” , its  creed “ Man should live b y  b read ,’ its  p atro n  
sa in t Jndas Iscario t, and its  song chanted w ith  w eariso m e m on oton ­
ousness ‘This ointm ent m igh t have been sold for 300 pence'.’ ’

“  The modern parent is a w orshipper of the g re a t tin  god, ‘ S u ccess ,’ 
and the rrtodern sch oolm aster to  please the modern parent has evolved  a  
m odern education w h ich  is to  be above all an d in a ll, p ractica l f ir s t , 
la s t  and a ll the tim e. Hence has arisen ’ th a t modern horror, school 
book-keeping, and the m ysteriou s reverence paid  to  the 30 cent te x t b ook  
on the sciences. Hence has come the tendency to  elim in ate the c la ss ics  
( “ dead lan gu ages”  the poor fools call them , as if an yth in g  w e learn  

w ere m ore liv in g  or m ore life-givin g. ) The c lassics and the pure m a ­
th em atics m ay not q u a lify  us for a life-long seat a t  the book-keeper’s  
desk, b u t they did teach men to  thin k, and som e h ow  or other, they d id  
teach men to  think, and som e h o w  or other, th ey  did m ake gentle —  
m en.”

“  And now  again  w e s ta y  the w elcom e jest 
Which uninvited shines, whpn from  our chin 
We scrape unearned nocturnal increm ent 
On drear unpleasant m ornings w hen it  ra in s .”

From  “ The C am bridge R e v ie w ” .

A  verv excellent artic le , “ On the Technique of the Modern D ram a”  
appears in “ The T r in ity  U n iversity  R e v ie w ” . “ Our dram a is subur­
ban : bu t so is our society . T raged y is despoiled of a ll her gorgeou s 
trappin gs ; it  is not in the m arble halls nor K in g ’s palaces th a t th e  
tragedies of to d a y  are enacted, bu t in the sm all room  of the suburban 
house, around the tab le, before the fire ; and b y  m iddle class people. 
There it  is th a t lives are w recked, hearts broken, and the inm ost so u ls  
of men laid bare. And the in evitable result of a ll th is is the degenera­
tion of the hero. Indeed th a t nam e seems rid icu lou sly  in ap p rop ria te  
when applied to  the p rotago n ist of the modern d ram a ; he is rath er th e  
“ hero m anque” .

“  There are m an y artifices co n tin u ally  em ployed in the p ast w h ich  
w e cannot to lerate . ‘N o w a d ay s an a cto r  cannot open a Letter or to s s  
off som ebydy else’s g la ss  of p o ison ,’ as B ern ard  S h a w  b itte rly  com ­
plains. The" aside and the so liloq u y  have also  been relegated to  the lim ­
bo of out of date sta ge  m achinery ; and ‘To be or not to  be’ could scar­
cely find a place in a m odern d ra m a .”
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“ The ol)jeet of education, sp eakin g b road ly , m ust be to  fit the r is in g  
generation to  do its  w o rk  w ith  v igou r, earnestness and efficiency in th e  
w o rld , the w o rk  of w hich  m ust be done by men and w om en side b y  
side and in co-operation. In the hom e, in the com m un ity, in the n ation , 
no less than in relig iou s and social o rgan isatio n s, men and wom en m u st 
w o rk  togeth er and m ust above all else learn to  consider each other and 
to  look at th in gs each from the stan d p oin t of the other. In the tru est 
sense, no doubt, th eir interests are iden tical, but they do not a lw a y s  
seem so, and it is because co-education in the U n iversity  gives them  an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  realise each o th er’s point of view', to  respect each o- 
t lie r ’s g ifts , to  learn to w ork  togeth er as com rades, w ith  sy m p a th y , 
the confidence, the respect and self respect of true com panionship, th a t 
it  is valued as the righ t system  for the present needs of our co u n try .”

F rom  “ The U n iversity  M on th ly” ,

“ But w e m ust leave our bosky dell in the m idst of this H ighland 
glen. We can ca rry  a w a y , how ever, m em ories from  it th a t w ill  be a l­
w a y s  our ow n. The indescribable y e t fasc in atin g  m usic of the w a te rs  
fa llin g  in to  the linn yonder is ours forever n ow  ; so is the rock there,, 
cushioned w ith  the tender green m oss —  th a t m oss th at com es in silen­
ce, and lay s  its  gentle covering m antle over the m ounds of our beloved 
dead. There, too , a few  yard s from  us, is a s till pool w hich m ight re­
m ain forever in one’ s m em ory. H o w  the sh ad ow s are reflected from  th e  
flo w e rs ! H ere w e nave the fable of N arcissus to ld  us again  in th is  
H ighland dell. But th a t flow er near us droops —  it is a lm ost touching 
its  shadow  : they have been w ooin g  each other long. B y-and-by th ey  
w i l l  claps each other, and w ooed and w ooed  w ill  flo at a w a y . But it  i s  
autum n, and flo w ers m ust w ith er and die. When our autum n departure 
com eth, m ay our passin g a w a y  be as calm  ! ”  —  From  “ The S tu d e n t” .

The artic le  on “ R obert B urns”  in “ A ssu m p tion  C ollege K e v ie w ” , 
th at on “ G o o d ly  P e a rls”  in “ L ux C o lu m b ian a”  and the poem “ A  
S o n g  in O ctober”  in Queen’s U n iv ersity  J o u rn a l”  are a ll excellent.

Besides these m entioned above “ The M itre”  g ra te fu lly  ackn ow led ges 
the receipt of the fo llo w in g  exchanges :

Dalhousie G aze tte , S tan stead  College M agazine, M artlet, V a r s ity , O. 
A. C ., A c ta  V ic to ria n a , Western U n iversity  G a ze tte , U n iversity  of O tta ­
w a  R eview , Idea, C rozier, H oly  C ross, S t .  A n d rew s C ross, H er.n on ite, 
I ly a  Y ak a , G ryphon , A rg o sy , Athenaeum , M cM aster.



Grand Tiunk Railway System
DISTRICT PASSENCER ACENT'S OFFICE

THE WOODSTOCK INN
M ontreal, Oue.

T his com fortable and a ttr a c tiv e  resort th a t ca ters to  w in ter  guests 

is situ ated  tw e lv e  m iles from  W hite R iver Jun ction , Yt . ,  and is reached 

/roin M ontreal by the G rand Trunk and C entral V erm ont R vs, to W hite 

R iv er  J ctf, thence by the W oodstock R a iw a y  to  W oodstock. The dis­

tan ce from M ontreal is 190 m iles. The “ Inn”  is d eligh tfu lly  located in 

h illy  surroundings. The in terior arrangem ents are a ll th a t is to  be desi­

red for com fort and cheerfulness. It is 700 feet above sea level, and a se- 

journ here can be passed a t any season of the year. The Grand Trunk 

agen ts w ill cheerfully g ive in form ation  as to  h o w  to  reach the “ Wood- 

stock  Inn” , and rates a t th is  resort can be secured bv addressing Mr. 

A rth u r B. W ilder, M anager, “ W oodstock Inn” , W oodstock.
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HALF PRICES !
New Books at ‘25 per cent Discount.

Hooks <>ii T echnical. Fid»'rational, Scienti­
fic. Literary. M edical. 1 aw. 11 other sub­
jects. and for all Examinations f Elem en­
tary and advanced). Sent on Approval. 
Catalogue N’o. 125 post tree. State wants 
Hooks bought : best pi ices given.

W .  <5t G . F O Y L E ,
135 Charing Cross Road,

London, England, W .C .
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