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Editorial.
In this world of many ups and downs it seems to many of ns that the usual 

verdict is “ the nays have it.”  There are ups and downs in the life of every 
individual, and in the life of every newspaper; and in the ease of “ The Mitre” 
the downs predominate. But this year the ups are beginning to put in an 
appearance, and the countenances of the staff of the magazine are beginning 
once more to broaden instead of lengthening like a barometer of forgotten joys. 
And chief among these cheerful ups is this supplemental issue of our publica
tion, for it is indeed with pleasure that we have undertaken the task of telling 
our many friends the incidents relative to the installation of our new principal, 
Rev. A. H. McGreer.

Perhaps the principal himself has seen a not inconsiderable number of ups 
and downs. He has had a varied and interesting career, and, though his success 
in every sphere of action has been phenomenal, still the very fact of his brilliant
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success coupled with his energetic nature leads us to suppose that he has mani
fested his vigour and energy in overcoming many obstacles. Without obstacles 
to overcome his nature would not be able to do itself justice. The unanimous 
decision of so many eminent persons in all walks of life as to his brilliant career 
only proves more conclusively that this justice has been done. So we may infer 
that he has wrestled with the downs and taken advantage of the ups all through 
his life, and also that he will continue to do so until he has conquered his allotted 
share of the battles of life.

But into the life of Colonel McGreer there has come a great and glorious 
up. He has been appointed principal of the University of Bishop's College. 
College spirit is a wonderful thing—it makes a man KNOW that his own college 
is the best in the world. Bishop's University is in consequence! the best little 
place that adorns this planet. It has a history, it has a standard, it has an 
ideal. So have they all, but-ours is the best. Is it not then a pleasant phase 
in the life of Colonel McGreer that he has come to us? Truly this is an up the 
magnitude of which offsets the effect of many dismal downs.

And, if our mode of expression will bear another repetition, this little old 
Alma Mater of ours has seen its own share of ups and downs since it was founded 
eighty years ago. It has not invariably been smooth sailing for Bishop's 
College. Disastrous fires have on more than one occasion severely taxed the 
courage and the exchequer of its friends. It is not over-endowed by any means. 
It has had to struggle, and it has done it energetically and successfully, until 
now a brilliant future is assured. Yes, and it has made assurance doubly sure 
—for has it not obtained Colonel McGreer as principal ?

The scene on the evening of Thursday, October 26. when our beautiful 
chapel was taxed to its utmost capacity to accommodate the visitors who had 
come to welcome Colonel McGreer and to witness his installation, bears witness 
to the esteem in which he is held, and the faith placed in his ability, 'by the 
people of Canada. Later in the evening, when the library was crowded as the 
chapel had been, and eminent Canadians, prominent in Church and State, spoke 
words of welcome to the new principal, one could but feel that their con
gratulations were well-directed both to him and to the college which has obtained 
him as its head. His own inaugural address, so full of insight into the affairs 
of Bishop's, and so pregnant with a vision of a future of radiant success, shows 
the eagerness with which he has set himself the task of living up to their expec
tations. The task is not too great for Colonel McGreer, we are sure.

“ The Mitre" takes great pleasure in issuing this “ Installation Supple
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ment” to its November number. We have tried to describe as best we can the 
different circumstances relative to the installation, in the hope that those of 
our readers who were not with us on the occasion may see how the students and 
friends of the university have extended their welcome to the principal, and may 
judge from the account somewhat of the esteem in which he is held by all. 
This was expressed not only by the officers of the university and the heads of 
other Canadian universities and colleges, who so kindly came to join with us, 
but in many other ways—small, some of them, perhaps, but noticeable; yes, and 
noticed, too, by him who is the most deeply interested, the principal himself. 
For did not the students put up the decorations? Did they not support the 
authorities in every possible way in their endeavour to make the ceremony of 
installation a success? Did they not entertain the guests of the college after 
the addresses of welcome? The students played an important part, and one 
which must not be overlooked, and, best of all, they played that part willingly 
and enthusiastically.

It is good to know this. For, say what one may, it is the students who 
make a university. Without students who are anxious about the welfare of 
any college, the doom of that college is sealed. The students of the University 
of Bishop’s College have shown that, so far as they are concerned, there is no 
doom in sight.

“ The Mitre,” then, the official organ of the students, joins heartily with 
the other friends of Bishop’s in extending a sincere welcome to Colonel McGreer. 
May his sojourn among us ,be a long, prosperous, and happy one.

The staff of “ The Mitre” extend to those not of their number who have 
helped to make this supplemental issue possible their most sincere thanks for 
the interest that they have so abundantly shown in the welfare of our magazine 
and of Bishop’s University.
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Early Celebration of the Holy Eucharist
The special purpose for which the Holy Eucharist was celebrated oil 

Thursday morning, October 26, 1922, was f or that of intercession for the new 
principal. Visitors, professors a nd students gathered together in the College 
Chapel of St. Mark to Lift up their hearts in prayer to Almighty God on, behalf 
of him who was that evening to be installed as principal of the University. 
Had one been able to withdraw altogether from his part in the service and to 
take up the position of the disinterested spectator he would have found it im
possible to be anything but deeply impressed. He would have felt that there 
was something magnificent, something noble, something almost divine about 
that glorious old setting to the Communion Service so ably composed by 
Merbecke on the lines of music used in the ancient church for over a thousand 
years prior to the Reformation. He would have been truly impressed by the 
simple dignity and grandeur o f, the service and the reverent spirit of devotion 
which it inspires. He would have felt that, as the priest stood at the altar 
offering up the great Christian sacrifice in union with Him Who ever liveth amt 
maketh intercession for us, that here would our prayers be most acceptable 
unto God, most surely to be granted; that the Heavenly Father would of Ills 
infinite goodness land mercy pour out the great gift of His Holy .Spirit upon 
him who was so soon to take, up such a grave and responsible position among 
his fellowmen. Such would have been the impression felt by one who had 
witnessed the Sung Eucharist on Thursday morning. The celebrant at this 
service was the Dean of Divinity, the Rev. R. Rocksborough Smith, M.A. 
The chalice was administered by the Rev. .F. A. Ramsey. The musical part of 
the service was appropriately rendered by the chapel choir.
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The Installation Service
The installation of the Rev. Arthur Huffman MeGreer, M.A., O.B.E., M.C., 

as Principal of the University of Bishop’s College took place in the Chapel at 
eight o ’clock in the evening of Thursday, 26th October, 1922.

Every seat in the chapel was occupied including the chairs which had been 
used to increase the seating capacity, when the choir entered, followed by the 
clergy and the Lord Bishops of Montreal and Quebec, and singing the hymn 
“ Lord pour Thy Spirit from On high.’’

The Bishops, vested in rochet and chimere and attended by their Chaplains, 
who carried their pastoral staves, proceeded to their thrones, while the Principal 
took his station between them, standing before the sanctuary. The Venerable 
Archdeacon Balfour, of Quebec, acted as Chaplain to the Bishop of Quebec and 
the Rev. A. H. Moore, Rector of St. Johns, to the Bishop of Montreal.

As the “ Amen” of the hymn rang out, the Lord Bishop of Quebec went 
to the lectern to read the lesson taken from the second chapter of I. Timothy. 
“ I exhort therefore that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men, for kings and for all that are in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and peacable life in all godliness and honesty . . . . ” 

Next was sung the one-hundred and twentieth Psalm, after which the Lord 
Bishop of Montreal addressed the congregation as follows:

“ Dearly beloved, in the name of God and in the presence of this congrega
tion we propose now to install our well beloved in Christ, Arthur Huffman 
McGreer, as Principal of this College; and forasmuch as the training of im
mortal souls, which our blessed Lord and 'Saviour has purchased with His own 
precious Blood, is so solemn and weighty a charge, we beseech you to join with 
us in hearty prayer to Almighty God, that He would vouchsafe to give to this 
His servant grace to perform aright the duties, which appertain to sos sacred 
and so grave a trust.”

The deep silence that followed was broken at length by the words of the 
hymn Veni Creator .which was sung by the people kneeling. Then after the 
versicles and responses and the collect for St. Peter's day, the Bishop led the 
Principal to his stall and read the sentence of installation:

“ I, John, Bishop of Montreal, President of the Corporation of Bishop’s 
College by the authority committed unto me, do install thee, Arthur Huffman 
MeGreer, as Principal of this College, and therewith do entrust thee with all
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jurisdiction and authority which 'belong unto this office, wherein may the Lord 
Jesus Christ preserve thy going out and thy coming in, from this time forth for 
evermore, and mayest thou abide in justice and sanctity and adorn the place to 
which under Almighty God thou hast been presented to me by our Corporation, 
and may the Holy Spirit of God grant thee increase of grace to discharge the 
duties belonging to thy high office, in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.”

The one hundred and thirty-third Psalm was sung as the Bishop returned 
to his throne and after that the Lesser Litany was said and. three collects.

Then, after the people had received the episcopal benediction, they rose and 
sang “ Te Deum laudamus. ”

The Recessional Hymn was ” O Thou Who makest souls to shine.”
The ceremony was most impressive, and we who were fortunate enough to 

be present could not but feel that it marked the inauguration of an era of 
progress and prosperity for the University of Bishop’s College.
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The Address of Welcome
After one of the most striking services in the college chapel, the guests and 

students were ushered upstairs into the library. The room was packed to the 
doors. The president, the vice-president, and the chancellor of the University 
occupied the seats on the platform with the great educationalists from other 
universities and colleges.

The president, His Lordship the Bishop of Montreal, opened the meeting 
by welcoming the guests who had come to witness the installation of the new 
principal. He proceeded with his address by stating that in the past the college 
had had a most wonderful and useful career and that they should be proud of 
that fact. It had rendered services of great value not only to the province, but 
also to the Empire. It stood for higher education combined with religious 
instruction, and this combination of the two faculties produced the highest and 
best types of character for life’s work in the different fields of labour. One 
could not have a strong character without spiritual environment and develop
ment. He highly praised the residential system of Bishop's University, stating 
that it took the “ kinks” out of young men.

His Lordship then related how Colonel McGreer had left for overseas in 
1914 with so short notice. He (his lordship) had received notice early one 
morning that a chaplain was needed at once, and was asked if he would kindly 
get one. He immediately telephoned to Mr. McGreer, who accepted then and 
there. At 11.30 that same evening Mr. McGreer left Montreal for France.

In concluding his speech his lordship extended a most hearty welcome as 
president of the Corporation of the University of Bishop's College to the new 
principal. He congratulated the University upon its new head and also con 
gratulated the new principal upon the seat of learning for which he would be 
responsible. He added that this University could not think of competition 
with the larger universities with facilities for scientific researches, but that it 
could play a very important part in the Arts course, and he was confident that 
the new principal could demonstrate this important function of the small uni
versity. He hoped that both Colonel and Mrs. McGreer would have a very happy 
and useful career and he once again extended 'Colonel McGreer a most hearty 
welcome and sincere congratulations.

Mr. J. C. Stewart, the bursar and registrar, gave notice that several regrets 
had been received from prominent men of the Dominion.
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His Lordship the Bishop of Quebec, vice-president of the Corporation, then 
made a few remarks, saying that he did not wish to occupy the time and cut short 
the speeches of the representatives from the other universities. He stated, “ I 
simply wish to say that from the very bottom of my heart I welcome the new 
principal, Colonel McGreer. to Lennoxville. I have heard him say that he was 
in love with the place already and I sincerely hope he will learn to love it 'more 
and to stay here all his life. In welcoming him we know who he is, we know 
something of what he has done and accomplished; and with the ability, enthus
iasm and optimism which he has shown to a very marked degree, he will do 
great things. As Bishop of the diocese and as vice-president of the Corporation 
I welcome him to the College.”

Mr. John Hamilton, chancellor of the University, expressed his pleasure in 
giving a brief but hearty welcome to the new principal and spoke briefly con
cerning the responsibilities connected with a position which necessitated the 
forming of the minds of the young generation of today.

He also stated that if a principal of a university was to do the good work 
of which he was capable, he must be given fair play and the co-operation and 
assistance of the corporation, the parents and chiefly the students. He de
clared that as a member of the corporation he was willing to do his share in the 
assistance of the new principal.

The chancellor in concluding said that although all those present had not 
had a voice in the election of the new principal, he felt quite certain of his 
success in his new office.

He then extended a hearty welcome with all good wishes to Colonel and 
Mrs. McGreer.

His Lordship the Bishop of Montreal then introduced the principal, saying 
that Mr. McGreer had worked with him in the cathedral, making special note of 
the work he did there.

The principal's speech will be found in full elsewhere in this issue.
His Lordship the Bishop of Montreal then introduced Sir Arthur Currie, 

president of McGill University, referring to his splendid work overseas during 
the war and the splendid work he was accomplishing at present during these 
years of peace.

Sir Arthur Currie spoke in part as follows:
‘‘McGill rejoices with me that Lieut.-Col. McGreer has come to this college.
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We are all aware of the splendid contributions made by Bishop's and although 
I have not seen Col. McGreer since 1919, I always picture him in khaki and 
with his tin helmet. He was one of that splendid body of padres who served 
with the forces. We did not think of these men as representatives of different 
churches; they were pilgrims of love and were welcome wherever they went and 
they were often in the hardest places with the men.

“ I have seen them face to face and known them as they were. I have known 
Col. McGreer for four years and I have seen him in the face of tests he was 
subjected to. I tell the Corporation that they have at its head a man who has 
been tried and tested. He is earnest and patient, enthusiastic and just.

“ I have every reason to feel satisfied that the era of progress, already out
lined, is coming to this University. I am sure the new principal has the right 
ideal; there are many ideals of education but I  am sure the one encouraged here 
will bring results.

“ Col. McGreer is a blazer of new trails and not a follower of beaten tracks 
and I am glad to associate myself with the welcome accorded to both Mr. and 
Mrs. McGreer,and I extend to them my very best wishes.”

Sir Arthur urged the students to seek wisdom and not knowledge, quoting 
the apt statement: “ Knowledge dwells in the minds of those replete with the 
thoughts of others, wisdom with those attentive to their own.”

Dr. Seager, provost of the University of Trinity College, Toronto, extended 
to the new principal best wishes from his Alma Mater, and also said that 
Trinity College, his old University, had followed and was still following his 
career with the deepest interest.

Dr. Seager then demonstrated the great similarity between Bishop’s Uni
versity and Trinity University, each having the residential system and the 
good combination of Arts and Divinity which lead to such splendid results. 
He also emphasized the great advantages of the residential system in our colleges.

Dr. Welsh, of the Presbyterian College, Montreal, stated that during the 
past few years there had been a scarcity of applications for theological training, 
but at present conditions were much improved and there were many more appli
cants today than there had been for the last number of years. He declared his 
sincere friendship for the Church of England and said that a great body of 
Presbyterians were already on the “ slant.”

“ In concluding his speech he welcomed the new principal most sincerely."
Mayor William Morris, K.C., of the city of Sherbrooke, welcomed the new
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principal on behalf of the city, saying how fortunate Sherbrooke was to have a. 
university at its very doors He also stated that in any college activity, Sher
brooke had always tried to do her best to help it out, and would continue no 
doubt to do the same in the future.

Mr. Morris pointed out the importance of the two languages, English and 
French, especially in this province; he pointed out that there were large numbers 
of both races in this province and in order to prosper in our different fields of 
labour it was almost essential that we should all know both languages quite well.

After the conclusion of the speeches the guests of the university were en
tertained by the students, refreshments being served in the council chamber.

The whole evening’s programme was one of great interest and enthusiasm; 
and it was indeed a great cause of satisfaction and cheer to see this assembly of 
notable men all joining together to offer a unanimous welcome to one whom 
we too, the students, welcome with all our hearts to Bishop’s, where he has come 
to direct and aid us in our work.



T H E  M I T R E 17

Decorations and Refreshments
On the evening of Thursday, October 26th, 1922, there gathered within 

the walls of our college many distinguished and esteemed personages to be 
present at the installation as principal of the Rev. A. H. McGreer, M.A.

Permit me, reader, to draw aside the curtain, that you may view our college 
as it appeared on that memorable occasion. The casual observer would have 
noticed unusual activity on the days immediately preceding the ceremony, as 
the students under the capable direction of Mr. Gregory, took up the work of 
decorating.

In the College Chapel, always colourful and inspiring, a completing touch 
was given by snowy white chrysanthemums, arranged in vases of brass on the 
altar. During the service, the black attire of the clergy, the black and gold 
worn by Sir Arthur Currie, the vari-coloured hoods of the professors and the 
white gowns of the choir, outlined against the dark brown background of oak, 
produced a picture worthy of the occasion.

The spacious council chamber was transformed into a cosy sitting room, 
where any who wished might rest or converse under the subdued glow of lights 
swathed in purple and white and under the eye of venerable servants of God 
who have gone before. Through the open doors of the dining room, outlined in 
branches of evergreen, a brighter scene presented itself. The tables suitably 
decorated with pink and white carnations, held an attractive display of good 
things to eat. It was here that the guests partook of a buffet luncheon consist
ing of chicken salad, sandwiches and coffee, followed by ice cream and cake. 
The students were honoured in playing the part of hosts.  Overhead long 
drapes of purple and white bunting caught up suitably with touches of ever
green, served to beautify. While at the end of the room opposite the entrance, 
the college crest with its flaming cross- and impressive words, attracted imme
diate attention.

Last but not least, were the touches of patriotism given by the Union Jack 
draped in the main hall and over the library platform. The same old flag, but 
taking its place at the forefront of an era in our College life which we look 
forward to as one of fellowship and progress.
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T H E  LODGE.

The Principal's Inaugural Address
My Lord Bishops, Mr. Chancellor, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is with an awareness of bearing a grave responsibility in a position 
endowed with a great opportunity that I venture upon an inaugural address as 
Principal of Bishop's College. The solemn words with which His Lordship, the 
President of the Corporation, committed to me the administration of the affairs 
of this seat of learning, will ever be vividly in my thoughts to remind me of 
the character and importance of the task. Mindful of its true nature, encour
aged by that common desire of the members, the graduates and friends of this 
University which found expression in the prayers of the Service of Installation, 
and with a feeling of dependence on that Divine strength for which petition was 
made, I humbly and gladly accept the duties and the privileges which the office 
of Principal confers upon its occupant.

By those who are familiar with the careers of the past and present leaders 
in the life of this country, no words of mine are needed to set forth the dis
tinguished part which Bishop's men have played in the affairs of this Dominion.
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In the world of Literature, in the Professions of Law, Medicine, Teaching and 
the Ministry; in the spheres of Politics, Industry and Commerce, they have made 
notable contributions to the building up of a vigorous and cultured nationhood 
for Canada. Where so many names have indisputable claims to recognition, 
it is perhaps not quite fair to discriminate amongst them, but I cannot forbear 
to remind you of a few of those whose service has brought honour to their Alma 
Mater and advancement to the cause which they espoused.

It is but a few months ago that a Bishop's man was appointed to a position 
of high responsibility in one of the largest, and perhaps the most important of 
the Transportation Companies of the world. Mr. Grant Hall, Vice-President of 
the Canadian Pacific Railway, has won for himself a place of leadership in the 
industrial affairs of our country which only a man of great ability and devotion 
to duty could claim, and it is a cause for profound satisfaction that not with 
standing the many responsibilities he has to bear, he still finds time to take a 
deep personal interest in, and to give valuable support to the cause of education.

In the Profession of Law, the names of Dr. L. H. Davidson, K.C., Mr. Fred 
Meredith, K.C.. Mr. G. H. Montgomery, K.C., and Mr. M. A. Phelan, K.C., stand 
high in the list of the leading counsels of today, and we note with particular 
pleasure that amongst the more recent graduates of this College, Mr. W. B. 
Scott has won the distinction of being engaged as counsel in a case which was 
brought before the Privy Council not many months ago.

In the realm of Ecclesiastical affairs. His Grace the Archbishop of Algoma, 
Canon Almond, and Canon Scott, in mission fields, on battlefields, and in the 
high positions which they occupy today, have made to the work of the church in 
this land, contributions which we acknowledge with gratitude and pride.

In referring to those who so nobly upheld the best traditions of our race in 
the share they had in the Great War, I cannot do better than quote from a 
most interesting resume of the history of this University by Prof. Vial, in “ The 
Mitre” for the Trinity term of 1922. He writes, “ The College was practically 
depleted of its young manhood in the years 1914-1918, The whole football team 
of 1914 enlisted, most of them in one unit, the 5th C. M. R. Twenty-five 
Bishop’s men died on the field of battle, or of the wounds received there. It 
is a subject not of boasting, but of reasonable pride that the percentage of vol
untary enlistments, and the percentage of those who paid the supreme sacrifice 
is not excelled by the war record of any University in the Dominion of Canada. "

In the interests of brevity I must be content with mentioning but three 
more names,—names which will be for ever revered where scholarship is prized
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or the fearless search for truth is approved. I refer to the late Rev. C. W. 
Mitchell, the late Dr. Harold Hamilton and Rev. Prof. G. Abbott-Smith.

Of Mr. Mitchell I have heard from men who knew him intimately, and whose 
opinion deserves the highest respect, that he was a man of exceptional brilliance, 
who gave promise of doing valuable work in the Department of Semitic lan
guages, and who would have made for himself a place amongst the leaders of 
the men of learning, had not his career been cut short by an early death, the 
result of wounds received in the battle line in France.

Of Dr. Harold Hamilton I can speak perhaps more definitely, for with 
many thousands in whose reading theology has had a large place, I owe him 
much for his volume “ Discovery and Revelation,’’ and his two volumes entitled, 
“ The People of God.’’ He was elected to deliver the Bampton Lectures in the 
University of Oxford for the year 1920, and thus was the recipient of one of 
the highest honours which can be conferred upon a theological scholar. But 
his sudden death in December 1919 forbade the fulfilment of a duty which he 
would have discharged with distinction to himself and lasting benefit to the 
cause of theological research. The. lecturer chosen to take his place was Dr. A. C. 
Headlam, Regius-Professor of Divinity in the University of Oxford, and one of 
the greatest theological scholars of the English speaking world.

In the preface to his Bampton Lectures on “ The Doctrine of the Church 
and Reunion’’  Dr. Headlam writes, “ It would be impossible within the limits of 
this preface to express my obligations to all those from whose books or whose 
teaching I have learned, but there is one who has lately passed away of whom I 
should like to say something. Dr. Harold Hamilton, a son of the late Archbishop 
of Ottawa, had devoted himself for many years to the cause of reunion. His 
book on ‘The People of God' is one of the most thoughtful and stimulating 
presentments of the religious meaning of the Old Testament, of the development 
of the New Testament from the Old, and of the fundamental principles under
lying the rise of the Christian Church. His death is a great loss to the cause 
of Christian theology and of Reunion, and I am glad to have this opportunity 
of paying some small tribute to his memory.’’

Professor G. Abbott-Smith. a Bishop's man who graduated with double first 
class honours and who is now a member of the staff of the Diocesan Theological 
College, Montreal, has for many years had a conspicuous place amongst the 
scholars and teachers of theology in Canada. His recent book, “ A Dictionary 
of New Testament Greek,” has enhanced his reputation not only in this country 
but in Europe as well. It promises to be the standard New Testament Die
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tionary for students for many years to come, embodying as it does, in a con
venient form, the results of a vast amount of study of modern Biblical liter
ature. Bishop’s men will rejoice in this complete vindication of the sound 
judgment of one of the world’s leading New Testament scholars, on whose 
recommendation Professor G. Abbott-Smith was entrusted with this important 
work.

No principle of judging men or institutions has higher sanction than the 
one which was formulated thus, “ By their fruits ye shall know them,” and if 
that principle be applied to the record of its work, this University may and does 
rejoice in the conclusion to which it inevitably leads.

As I pass from the record of its achievements to the situation which now 
exists within the college, I find abundant evidence to support the conviction 
that Bishop’s men will continue to maintain the splendid traditions which their 
predecessors have handed down to them. The interest taken in every depart
ment of our college life is characteristic of a virile type of Canadian manhood 
which is worthily represented amongst the Bishop’s men of today.

There is ground for satisfaction too, in the fact that while other Univer
sities are reporting a decrease in the number of new students admitted this year, 
the entry for this college is one more than at this time a year ago, and that 
was, I believe, one of the largest entries in its history. We are still dealing 
with applications from men who wish to begin their reading with us, and if they 
are accepted, the increase which we have indicated will be further augmented.

Furthermore, we have, even at this early date the assurance of a consider
able number of new students for the Academic year (beginning in September next, 
and if the present indications are a safe guide as to what we are to expect, we 
may look forward to an entry for the year 1923-1924 unprecedented in the 
history of this University.

This leads me to the closing section of the address which must deal with 
the future.

It is easy and sometimes unprofitable to speculate about the future, but, 
however that may be, I cannot resist the conviction that the future of this 
University is to be one of steady and even rapid progress and expansion. That 
conviction is based upon a number of facts which are fully recognized by those 
who have studied the problem of University work in this country, and who know 
this University through intimate association with its life and surroundings. 
From these facts I should like to select one which is perhaps the chief amongst 
them.
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It is generally agreed that University training is at its best where the 
individual student, and not just students in the mass, is the real concern of the 
University authorities and has the guidance of the trained University Professor 
or Lecturer. Like work in every other department of life, work within the 
University accomplishes most where it is most intensive, and it is in the compar
atively small residential college that conditions are found which make such in
tensive work practicable. The proportion of Professors and Lecturers to 
students is regulated so that individual attention may be given. Careful con
sideration of the student’s inclinations and intellectual and spiritual endow
ments enables the tutor to guide his development along the course in which he 
is likely to make his greatest contribution to the well-being and progress of 
society. In the intimate personal intercourse of tutor and student, individuality 
is fostered; in the varied associations of college life, the nature and the value 
of those social obligations which are essential elements in all good citizenship, 
are learned.

Who can measure the debt which great men have acknowledged to the train
ing they have received in the residential college? The lasting friendships 
which are formed there, the discussions that take place, wherein the investigation 
of the common beliefs in politics, religion and morals is renewed by succeeding 
generations of students,—these are the refreshing springs from which new cur
rents of thought and practice flow out into the nation’s creeds and life. Until a 
more potent agency for the dissemination of culture can be discovered, the resi
dential college is assured of a place of supreme importance in the university life 
of every country.

This is the ideal upon which this University is founded, and it is the idea! 
which will continue to govern its work for all the future. As our growing 
numbers require it, new colleges will be built, each developing its own distinc
tive character and traditions, each with its own organized student-life, each 
pursuing the same purpose of producing a type of Canadian manhood in which 
strong individuality is happily combined with an equally strong social sense.

I look forward to the day when on this glorious estate of more than two 
hundred acres, which rejoices in a wealth of natural beauty possessed by few 
districts in this country, there shall be found an extensive group of colleges, 
staunchly upholding the highest standards of scholarship and Christian char
acter, and united in a common allegiance to the faith enshrined in the words 
on our University crest,—

Recti Cultus Pectora Roborant.
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The University of Bishop's College

I ts  O u tlo o k  o f  G lo r io u s  P r o m ise .
A distinguished French Educationalist, one of the most prominent figures 

in the scientific world of today, has recently summed up, in a single sentence, 
the functions of the school and of the University—“ It is at the former that one 
is taught how to learn, and at the latter that one learns how to think and to 
discover.”

In the development of the powers of the individual, both on the mental and 
physical side, the residential college has in the past played a great and worthy 
part, and is destined to play a yet greater one in the future.

What has the University of Bishop’s College to offer to its students in the 
way of preparation for their future careers, and of training them to become 
good citizens of this great Dominion? The following sketch of some of the 
principal College activities is an attempt to answer the question and to set forth 
some of the many advantages which Lennoxville can afford to the young man 
who is anxious to make the most of a College education.

We are all, to a great degree, influenced by our environment, and it is an 
undeniable advantage to have spent the years of early manhood among beautiful 
surroundings. The situation of the College, on the rising ground at the junction 
of those two beautiful rivers, the St. Francis and Massawippi, could not be 
improved upon. No one who has stood at one of the upper windows in the 
Arts building and watched the sun sink to rest down the St. Francis valley, can- 
doubt that here is one of the fairest spots of the Eastern Townships, and in these 
days of hurry and stress,when the working life of the professional man is so 
often passed among drab and dusty city streets, it is no small advantage to be 
able to recall such beauties, and to gain fresh courage and inspiration from the 
recollection. If, as is surely the case, one of the objects of a liberal education 
is to cultivate the power of appreciating the beautiful, not only in art, but also 
in nature, then certainly Bishop’s College, by its mere situation, is admirably 
fitted to fulfil the latter requirement.

A prospective Arts student, in choosing his College, will naturally want to 
know what are to be his opportunities for work, for athletics, and for social 
activities, and it is in the unique chances which it affords for combining all three,
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that the residential College stands alone as a moulder of character and as an 
educator in the widest and most liberal sense of the word.

• The Arts course at Bishop’s College leads to the Degree of Bachelor of Arts 
at the end of three years; during the first of these years, the student takes seven 
subjects, during the second six, while in his final year he specializes entirely on 
one or two. As in all universities, instruction is given by means of the Lecture 
system, and it is just this difference between the methods of teaching at a school 
and at a University which the freshman often fails to appreciate at first, and 
as regards which the residential college can do much to smooth away the diffi
culties. The aim of a University course is not merely to teach facts—it has also 
the object of pointing out the underlying connection between facts or events 
which at first sight are apparently distinct and unrelated, and to trace cause, 
effect and inter-relation between what may superficially seem to be quite dis
tinct things. Furthermore, it aims at training the student to see such relations 
for himself, and to work them out in analogous cases—in short, to make, him 
think and not merely to absorb more or less passively.

It is realized that a student fresh from school may have difficulty in at 
once adapting himself to new points of view, to various aspects of the same 
topic, and to appreciating the more or less hidden general principles connecting 
different branches of the same subject. It is here that the comparatively small 
classes of a residential Arts College can prove to be a most valuable assistance 
to the student who is anxious to make the most of his time at College. He is 
not merely a unit in a large assembly—the instructor has the opportunity to 
find out his particular difficulties, to assist him in them, and to form a good 
idea (apart from the regular terminal examinations) of what real progress he 
is making. The fact, too, that a body of men are living under the same roof, 
and taking the same courses, must naturally lead to interchange of ideas and 
mutual assistance.

Besides the ordinary Arts courses, Honours lectures in many subjects are 
given to those students who are qualified to take them. Although the present 
day has often been called the age of specialization, and although to attain real 
success in any walk of life it is absolutely necessary to specialize, yet the system 
in force at Bishop’s College aims at prefacing the work and a special subject by 
a general Arts training of cultural value. It is for this reason that specializa
tion is not permitted before the second year, and only then in the Honours 
courses for certain subjects. By this means the danger of one-sidedness is 
avoided, and it is not possible for a student to graduate and yet be entirely



T H E  M I T R E 27

ignorant of the main lines of thought in subjects other than his own specialty. 
It has been said that “ a man should know something about everything, and 
everything about something”—this, though of course an extreme statement, is 
merely a picturesque and forcible way of indicating the unattainable limit 
towards which we try to converge—an ideal of efficiency without narrowness.

Yet another advantage of community life is the opportunity afforded of 
developing the ‘‘corpus sanum”, without which there can be no “ mens Sana.” 
At Bishop’s College, with its healthy surroundings and the extensive grounds, 
everyone can take part in some form of athletics. In past years the purple 
and white have proved victorious in many a hard-fought game on the football 
field and on the rink. Every effort is made by the senior students to develop 
and train the new-comers in the various athletic activities. From the opening 
of the academic year in September till the Convocation week in June there is 
no lack of some form of sport. Until the coming of the snow, football reigns 
supreme, and the College team plays several matches each year with other 
Colleges and with teams from other parts of the Province. As soon as the 
weather prevents any more football, basket-ball takes its place, and the gym
nasium is the centre of activity, while after the Christmas vacation the hockey 
season opens. The College is exceptionally fortunate in possessing golf links 
on its own land, which have recently been improved, and are the scene of many 
an enjoyable game, while in winter they are a favourite rendez-vous for snow- 
shoeing and tobogganing parties. Tennis is the chief pastime of the summer 
term, and the Massawippi river affords good opportunity for canoeing.

Of the third aspect of a College Education—the opportunities for social 
activities and the real value of constant intercourse with one’s fellow-students— 
much may be said. No one who has read the chapter on Oxford in Stephen 
Leacock's latest book, “ My discovery of England,” will fail to perceive that 
beneath the humorous banter of that inimitable writer lies a really serious and 
keen appreciation of what life at a residential University really stands for. 
In his opinion—and it is the opinion of many others also who have expressed the 
same sentiments in a very different guise—the most striking (in fact the unique) 
feature of the residential college is the way in which it is possible for its student 
body (yes, and also the instructors as well) to “ get together.” When, to use 
Professor Leacock’s phrase, the tutor gets a man in his room and “ smokes at 
him,” what should be the result of this seasoning process? The answer, in a 
word is “ atmosphere”—not the atmosphere produced by “ Old Chum” or 
“ Forest & Stream” but that which results from friendly discussion, from am
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icable suggestion, from human sympathy—that atmosphere which gives to a 
College the “ tone” without which it is so hard for things to run smoothly.

And how great, too, are the benefits arising from the discussions—formal 
or informal—on every topic from A to Z, between the student and his fellows. 
How he learns to appreciate the point of view of the “ other fellow,” to judge, 
perhaps by imperceptible degrees, the varying personalities of those with whom 
his lot is cast, and to realize, perchance, that there are many more things in 
heaven and earth than he had dreamt of in his philosophy of life.

Informal discussions—no one who has been an undergraduate in a resi
dential college can fail to recall the free-and-easy talks in the old rooms, over 
coffee and tobacco—those talks which so often bring out a man’s innermost 
personality, which lead to mutual understanding, and which in so many cases 
lead to friendships which last throughout life.

Formal discussions—more than once has the foundation of a public career 
been laid in a College debating society. At Bishop’s College the debates are a 
recognized institution—those gifted with eloquence have every opportunity to 
exercise it, and the more diffident are encouraged and helped to express them
selves clearly and readily, and to cultivate that self-reliance, that confidence in 
the company of others, which is such a priceless asset in all occasions of life.

Has a student literary gifts? The editorial staff of “ The Mitre” will 
welcome his contributions, be they serious or humorous, in verse or in prose. He 
has every chance, too, of reading papers before one or more of those College 
clubs which exist largely for such a purpose.

Has he dramatic talent? No one who, like the present writer, has witnessed 
for several years the productions, both in Lennoxville and Sherbrooke, of the 
IT. B. C. Dramatic Society, can deny that very good work has been done in this 
regard.

Has he executive ability? In a residential college, with its many student 
organizations, there is always ample scope for those who show themselves quali
fied to undertake office or assume responsibility in some society or other.

In these utilitarian days, it is too often over-looked how much, in a true 
education, depends on character and manners: ‘Stability, not shallowness, is 
our crying need in this post-war world with its many and grave problems. No 
truer phrase exists than that adopted by one of the greatest college-founders of 
all time for his great foundations at Oxford and Winchester in the fourteenth 
century. William of Wykeham, bishop, statesman, patron of learning, built 
not only for his own age, but for posterity on the best and surest foundations,
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and his motto of “ Manners makyth man” should he the ideal of all residential 
colleges.

Our College here at Lennoxville, too, was founded by a Bishop. Other 
worthy benefactors have watched its growth with loving care, and have been 
generous in endowing scholarships and exhibitions, in both the Arts and Divinity 
faculties. This latter is intended for those students who wish to read for Holy 
Orders in the Church of England, and whose course of study is entirely distinct 
from that of the Arts Faculty, which numbers students of various denomina
tions. Bishop's College thus stands for Education in the broadest and most 
liberal sense, offering great opportunities, to those willing to grasp them, in the 
development of character, mind, and body, and in the formation of full and 
intelligent citizenship. What does the Alma Mater ask of her sons in return 
for her bounty? Esprit-de-corps and loyalty. Without the former, the essence 
of community life, there can be no solid progress. There are two words, much 
alike in sound, but poles apart in meaning—“ community” and “ communism,” 
and it is only too true that today we more frequently hear and read of the 
latter. In common with all other residential colleges we can do our share in 
restoring the balance by placing first the institution and its interests, and by 
showing in all College activities that team-work without which no football game 
can ever be won.

“ Recti cultus pectora roborant” is our motto, and in very truth, true cul
ture—not mere book-learning, without manners, nor superficial polish without 
some solid mental backing, but the possession of the qualities of true manhood 
—is a mighty force for the betterment of the world. Those three or four years 
passed within College walls, on the threshold of life, those years of widening 
outlook, of new ideas, of new friendships, can and should be made the firm 
foundation on which to build a useful career, and wherever his lot in life may 
he cast, the true college-bred man will never cease to look back with affection 
and longing to the scenes of his early efforts and triumphs, and to look forward 
eagerly to every chance of revisiting them.

All those who know and love Bishop’s College can in no better and quicker 
way translate into realities the bright visions of progress and expansion, which 
were so happily expressed by the Principal in his inaugural address, than by 
giving to those who are at the outset of their life’s work the chance of knowing 
and loving her too. By such means, and by a loyal adherence to the principles 
on which true education is based, will our Alma Mater fulfil her destiny as a 
source from which men go forth to build a yet greater Canada.


