
Welcome Home!

Welcome to Residence at Bishop’s!  I am really excited that you have decided to spend your first year at 
Bishop’s in residence. I know that you will thoroughly enjoy the experience and hope that you take the 
opportunity to fully immerse yourself in our Residence Program.  Over the past few months Residence 
Services have been busy planning for your arrival and we are very excited about meeting you on 
September 3rd.  We have a great team of RA’s that you will meet as soon as you move in and who will be 
there to answer questions and assist you in any way they can to ensure that you have a positive experience.  
If you need any help your RA is a great resource to point you in the right direction.  Don’t be shy just ask!

I really want to encourage you to get involved in residence life. If 
you want to help plan events, provide input into our program or 
just participate ask your RA how you can get involved!  Living in 
residence was a decision that I never regretted and I am sure you 
will feel the same way!

-Deb Langford
 Director of Residence Life and Conference Services

Welcome Message



Rez-Life Staff
“What is a Resident Assistant? This is a question that we 
as RAs still ask ourselves, even as we return for our 2nd or 
3rd year on the job. An RA is basically a student that lives 
in the residence buildings and do many different things 
for our residents to make their years at Bishop’s University 
memorable. So one of the first tasks of an RA is to organize 
creative and fun events in their residence and across campus. 
Throughout the year you’ll see posters, notes on your door, facebook posts, and many other methods of 
advertisement for events that they’ve planned for you.  Acoustic Nights, Bowling trips, Pool Tournaments, 
and so much more, these events are designed to be inclusive and fun ways to meet new people and have a 
great time!

Another role of the RA is to provide a safe environment for all residents. One way they do this is by having 
at least one RA on duty each night. This RA will do rounds throughout their building every hour with a 
BUM Pack (BU Medical Pack) and a radio with a direct connection to the on campus security, making sure 
that everyone is abiding by the rules stated in the Residence Community Living Standards, and making 
sure that everyone is safe. Since RAs are only on duty at night, if you have any questions, comments, or 
concerns during the day, you can find an RA that is in their room and they’ll help you out.

RAs do so much more in the Bishop’s community, but what I think is the most important part of our 
job is to be a person on campus that will be there for you when you need us. All of the RAs are returning 
students in our 2nd-4th years at BU, so we have all been in that place where it’s your first year and don’t 
know where to go or who to talk to, so we are here for any of you that need someone to talk to about 
how excited you are for the weekend, need advice on how to handle a certain situation, or just having a 
conversation over a cup of hot chocolate. Your RA will gladly be there for you to rely on and make sure you 
feel like part of the Bishop’s community”
 -Adriana; Team Coordinator (TC) for Norton and Pollack

What’s an RA?



You should know...
Residence Committees

Move-In Day 2016

Have you been actively involved in your community in the past, and are you looking for an opportunity 
to do the same at university?  Want to have a voice in your new home? Join any or all of our residence 
committees and get the most out of your rez life experience!

There are many different ways you can choose to get involved in residence life at Bishop’s. Each of these 
committees is on a volunteer basis, and there is no requirement to join. This is also a great way to gain 
experience for a future position in student government, the Residence Life Team, or any number of other 
campus leadership positions.

There are five residence committees; the Residence Athletics Committee (RAC), Residence Events 
Committee (REC), Residence Education Committee (RED), Residence Forum, and the Campus Dining 
Committee. Head over to our website to learn more. Click here to head to our website.

All of the Residence Halls will be open for students to move in on Saturday September 3rd at 9:30AM. Our 
staff won’t be ready to check you into your room until 9:30AM, so if you do arrive early feel free to take a 
walk around campus, or go and grab a bite to eat.

We ask that you try and be settled in by around 3:00PM in the afternoon.  Residence Orientation will start 
around 3:00PM with ice breakers. There will be activities for the rest of the afternoon, a family BBQ and 
the home opener of the Gaiters Football Season against UdeS (aka University of Sherbrooke) playing for 
the Mayor’s Cup.



First Year 101
Back in first year...
 I wish I knew that

• You should pack light! There are a lot of stores in the 
Sherbrooke area where I could have gotten all kinds of 
small essentials instead of traveling with them

• Provigo (Grocery Store) has student discounts on Monday’s
• There was free counseling services offered to students
• It’s better to put yourself out of your comfort zone, you’ll 

meet awesome people and have a lot more fun!
• The school emails had tons of important information in 

them
• You don’t have to drink to fit in at Bishop’s
• Dewies will make you a box lunch if you are in a rush, or 

don’t have time in between classes
• The Sports Center has a Medical and Sports Medicine Clinic 

for students
• My first year would go by in a blink of an eye
• You can’t leave all your reading for the night before the 

Mid-Term
• The “Freshman 15” is real.
• There are a ton of awesome places to explore in town
• You can’t start your 2000 word paper the night before and 

expect a good mark
• Falling behind is really easy, but trying to catch up is like 

climbing everest
• Each building has a vacuum that you can use.
• There are great academic resources to help you succeed
• That I just had to speak with someone at Dewies to get help 

with my Dietary concerns.
• That I could take a piece of fruit out of the dining hall for a 

study snack later.

All the staff in the Residence and Conference Services Department are always thrilled to answer any 
questions you might have, so please do not hesitate to contact us.

Bishop’s University Residence and Conference Services
819 822-9600 x 2685, or toll free 1 877 622-4900


